

French FIW arrives today 
for talks on peace process 

AMMAN (Petra) — French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine is due 10 arrive in Amman today on an official 
visit to the Kingdom, during which he is scheduled to 
be received by His Majesty King Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. He will also hold talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul SaJam Majali and Foreign Min- 
ister Fayez Tarnwneh. Discussions will cover the 
stalled Middle East peace process and Jordanian- 
French relations. Before leaving Amman Monday the 
French minister will address a press conference i'oim- 
lv with his Jordanian counterpart. 


Volume 23 Number 6737 




An indepen'defff*Arab political daily frfe: Jordan Press Foundation 



‘Human’ Ramadan cannon jailed 

MALLAWI (AFP) — A villager who fired an unautho- 
rised gun at sunset each day to announce the end of the 
Ramadan fast because his village was deprived of the tra- 
ditional cannon ended up in jail police said on Sunday. The 
man. who was not identified, was arrested Friday and jailed 
for four days after a hot pursuit by police in the village of 
Tanda in the southern district of Mullawi. they said. Since 
the fasting month of Ramadan started at the end of Decem- 
ber. the villager fired several rounds each day from an 
unauthorised single-banel gun to remind residents it was 
rime to break the fast. He told police he planned to surren- 
der the illegal weapon at the end of Ramadan and said be 
used it because his village did not have the cannon, which 
is normally fired at sunset when Muslims sit down for their 
"iftar" meal. The gun was confiscated and ihe man was 
detained for four days pending investigation, police said. 
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Discussing draft ‘98 state budget 

Deputies press Cabinet on soaring 
prices, unemployment and poverty 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 
Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies pressed the government of 
Abdul Salam Majali on soaring 
prices, escalating rales of unem- 
ployment and poverty during open- 
ing remarks at the House session 
Sunday which was devoted to dis- 
cussing the draft 1 99S state budget. 

The budget amounts to JD1.95 
billion, 5.7 per cent higher than last 
year's, with total expenditures esti- 
mated at JDJ.87 billion and deficit 
at JD37 million. 

The House, pressed for time, is 
expected to vote on the bill before 
the end of this month to enable the 
government to start disbursing this 
year’s allocations. 

The intensifying rates of poverty' 
— estimated at about 30 per cent, 
along with unemployment that 
ranges from the official figure of 15 


per cent to a figure of 27 per cent 
calculated by independent institu- 
tions — were the overriding con- 
cerns of the nine deputies who 
spoke during yesterday's session. 

Deputy' Abdul Hadi Majali, 
speaking on behalf of the 13-mem- 
ber Al Wifaq bloc, said that the 
country’s economic aid package 
should not only be used to make up 
for the budget's deficit, but also to 
help eliminate poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

“Our priorities in utilising eco- 
nomic aid should reflect on our 
challenges, and we believe that 
fighring poverty and unemployment 
are the biggest challenges." Mr. 
Majali said. 

Soaring prices were also among 
the worries of most of the deputies 
who addressed the House yester- 
day. 

Deputy' Mahmoud Kharabsheh. 
referring to a three per cent price 


increase envisioned in the budget 
draft, wondered about the measures 
that die government plans to lake to 
deal with the problem and about the 
effects it has on the middle class. 

“The steady increase in prices 
year after year is threatening the 
survival of the country’s middle 
class, the main pillar of the society 
and a key instrument for its devel- 
opment, which has already begun 
shrinking,” Mr. Kharabsheh said. 

Deputies also addressed issues 
pertaining to their electoral dis- 
tricts, including problems dial face 
those in die agricultural sector. The 
deputies also called on the govern- 
ment to encourage foreign invest- 
ment in the country and to min- 
imise the bureaucratic measures 
that discourage those who wish to 
invest. 

The discussion follows a review 
of the budget by rite House's 
finance and economic affairs com- 


mittee. chaired by AJi Abul Raghcb. 

Mr. Abul Raeheb has already sub- 
mitted the committee’s recommen- 
dations to the House, the Commit- 
tee's recommendations cover issues 
like economic and social reforms, 
Jordan’s debt, the balance of pay- 
ment, the Kingdom's monetary 
policies, agriculture, water, energy, 
health, youth, civil defence, the pri- 
vate sector, the Aqaba Region, the 
Social Security Corporation, 
labour, and the function of the Min- 
istry of Industry and Trade and 
Supply. 

A total of 61 deputies are expect- 
ed to address the issue in the com- 
ing days. Observers expect the bud- 
get to clear the House with almost 
the same number of deputies who 
granted their vote of confidence to 
Dr. Majali’s government on Dec. 
15. 5 1 out of 80 deputies. 


Seven Palestinians injured in Hebron clashes 


Palestinians accuse U.S. of siding with Israel, 
warn of bringing region to ‘brink of disaster’ 


RAMALLAH (AP> — 
Palestinians sharply criti- 
cised the Clinton adminis- 
tration in the wake of a visit 
by U.S. envoy Dennis Ross, 
saying Washington was sid- 
ing too much with Israel at 
their expense. 

Meanwhile, stone-throw- 
ing clashes broke out Satur- 
day between Israeli troops 
and aboui 200 Palestinian 
protesters in the tense West 
Bank town of Hebron. 
Seven Palestinians were 
hurt by rubber coated bul- 
lets Fired by the Israeli 
troops. 

Mr. Ross' mission to the 
region ended Friday with 
Israel dismissing earlier 
pledges to Palestinians on 
West Bank troop with- 
drawals and announcing 
new settlement-building 
plans. 

The Palestinian cabinet, 
meeting hours later, 
accused Israel of “pushing 
the already volatile situa- 
tion of the region to the 
brink of disaster" by 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments and refusing to 


implement three promised 
troop redeployments. 

After the Friday night 
meeting, Palestinian Higher 
Education Minister Hanan 
Ashrawi accused the Clin- 
ton administration of not 
doing enough to force 
Israel to honour prior 
agreements. 

“It is clear that the U.S. 
administration did not act 
in the way thai is needed to 
implement" earlier accords, 
she said. 

She said Mr. Ross tried to 
“justify holding the peace 
process hostage to domes- 
tic concerns in Israel." 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment has been under heavy 
pressure from right- 
wingers in his coalition to 
not hand back more land to 
the Palestinians, and his 
dovish foreign minister. 
David Levy, departed after 
making clear his displea- 
sure over the government's 
foot-dragging in moving 
ahead with ihe peace 
process. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli cabinet debates long list of 
demands to be presented to PNA 


Combiuned agency 
dispatches 

PRIME MINISTER 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s cab- 
inet discussed Sunday a 
long list of demands to be 
presented to Palestinians as 
preconditions for any fur- 
ther troop pullbacks from 
occupied land, officials 
said. 

The 10- 12-page document 
was drawn up by Cabinet 
Secretary Danny Naveh, 
who presented it as a list of 
unfulfilled Palestinian com- 
mitments under a January' 
1997 interim peace agree- 
ment. 

*i prepared a document 
listing all the Palestinian 
(National) Authority’s 
(PNA) commitments under 
the Hebron accord which 
have not been honoured." 
Mr. Naveh said on Israel 
Radio ahead of the meeting. 


He said the document was 
to be approved by the minis- 
ters and then presented PNA 
President Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
intends to submit the list to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
when the two meet in Wash- 
ington on Jan. 20, officials 
said. President Clinton is 
scheduled to meet with 
President Arafat two days 
laier. 

Mr. Netanyahu has vowed 
not to go ahead with a long- 
overdue troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank, also 
required under the Hebron 
accord, for a five-month 
‘lest period" during which 
the Palestinians must hon- 
our all their commitments. 

According to Israel, these 
include extraditing Palestin- 
ian activists wanted by 
Israel for alleged involve- 
ment in anti-Israeli attacks, 
a demand President Arafat 


is considered certain to 
reject. 

Other demands, according 
to Israeli press reports, 
involve the specific cancel- 
lation of articles in the 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO) charter chal- 
lenging Israel's right to 
exist, a reduction in the size 
of the Palestinian police and 
the disarming of ami-Israeti 
groups. 

The Palestinian National 
Council adopted a resolu- 
tion in 1996 cancelling all 
articles of the charter 
deemed in contradiction 
with peace agreements with 
Israel. But the meeting did 
not specifically state which 
articles were being can- 
celled. 

The Israeli document also 
insists that Palestinian offi- 
cials and media halt ali 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq calls on oil firms 
to seal contracts 


Sending Western troops to 
Algeria ‘absurd’ — Euro MP 

11 killed in attack southeast of Algiers 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Eleven people were killed and one 
wounded in a "cowardly” attack overnight at Bordj- 
Khriss, SO kilometres southeast of Algiers, security ser- 
vices said Sunday. The security services said they had 
started "intensive searches" of the area to find those 
responsible for this “ignoble act." Earlier Sunday an 
Algiers newspaper said a father and his son were killed 
by gunmen in the Saida region of western Algeria. The 
man's wife and his daughter were kidnapped at the same 
time, according to the report in Le Soir d'Algerie which 
failed to specify when the incident took place. 


BONN (AFP) — German 
Green Euro-MP Daniel 
Cohn-Bendit, who is prepar- 
ing a trip to Algeria, has said 
it would be ~ “absurd" to 
deploy Western troops to 
halt the atrocities there. 

“The situation is not com- 
parable to that in Bosnia," 
Mr. Cohn-Bendit told the 
German newsmagazine 
Focus, in an interview to 
appear on Monday. 

“It would be absurd to 
send troops to Algeria., the 
situation is not comparable 
to that in Bosnia." 

More than 600 people 
have died — mostly in mas- 
sacres in remote villages — 
in the bloodiest Ramadan 
ever seen in Algeria since 
the start of an Islamist insur- 
gency six years ago. 

Mr. Cohn-Bendit, best 
known as a student leader 
during the May 1968 protest 
movement in France, is to 
lead a fact-finding mission 
by Euro-MPs to Algeria 
next month. 

That effort is separate 
from a high-level mission 
that is to set off sometime 


this month to Algiers with 
delegates from Britain. Lux- 
embourg and Austria — the 
present, past and future 
European Union chair 

nations. . . 

Mr. Cohn-Bendit said it 
was crucial for the Euro- 
MPs to talk with all sides in 

Algeria. . 

“There is not just the 
Armed Islamic Group 
[GIAJ at one end and the 
government al the other, he 
said. "There are also lay 
democratic forces. We hope 
that 3 round table will 
emerge, so as to put an end 
to the violence." 


Mr. Cohn-Bendit did not 
rule out the possibility that 
such talks would be open to 
the shadowy GLA. the most 
notorious of several Islamist 
groups roaming Algeria. 

But he added: "It would 
hardly participate. Who now 
knows what is behind the 
GIAT 

Evoking the role of Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual’s gov- 
ernment, the Euro-MP said 
it was “possible and likely 
that the secret services are 
manipulating [Islamist] 
groups... but I doubt 
whether they are command- 
ing them." 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq, 
poised ro resume limited 
crude exports, on Sunday 
invited all foreign oil com- 
panies to seal contracts for 
the third term of the oii-for- 
food accord between Bagh- 
dad and the United 
Nations. 

“Our call goes out to 
Arab and foreign compa- 
nies. without exception, for 
them to present their 
offers." Commerce Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mahdi 
Saleh told reporters. 

An official of Iraq's state 
oil industry, meanwhile, 
told AFP thar Baghdad has 
won U.N. approval of its 
pricing formula and 
stepped up contacts with 
foreign oil companies. 

Under the oil-for-food 
accord, sanctions-hit Iraq is 
authorised to export $2 bil- 
lion worth of crude every 
six months to finance the 
purchase of humanitarian 
supplies. 

Two-thirds of the revenue 
is earmarked for food and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq criticises 
composition 
of U.N. team 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
criticised the composition 
of a U.N. weapons inspec- 
tion team that arrived in 
Baghdad on Sunday, point- 
ing out that it was dominat- 
ed by American and British 
members. 

The team, headed by 
Scott Ritter, an American 
that Iraq has repeatedly 
accused of being an Ameri- 
can spy, includes nine 
Americans, five Britons, a 
Russian and an Australian, 
Lhe official Iraqi News 
Agency (IN A) said. 

The agency quoted an 
unnamed" “official Iraqi 
source” as noting that Iraq 
has complained to the Unit- 
ed Nations that the teams 
are "not balanced." 

He added: "We have said 
that the Americans and the 

(Continued on page 7) 



Amman was covered in a white blanket of snow last night. The storms, expected to con- 
tinue today according to the Meteorology Department, disrupted roads and air traffic at 
Queen Alia International Airport (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Snow disrupts roads, air traffic; 
storm forecast to continue today 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — The snow- 
storms. rain and hail which 
swept Jordan Sunday are 
expected to persist Monday 
with temperatures dropping to 
zero at night and rising to a 
maximum of tour degrees 
Celsius during ihe day. 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Meteorology' 
(MET) said that the low 
depression centred over Syria 
and accompanied by a series 
of cold fronts will continue to 
affect the Kingdom and other 
parts of the eastern Mediter- 
ranean, Monday with more 
thunder showers and snow fall 
over areas rising 600 metres 


above sea level. 

Air traffic at Queen Alia 
International Airport was dis- 
rupted last night while the air- 
port authorities sought to clear 
snow from the runways, pas- 
sengers said. 

The MET spokesperson 
warned of fog and low clouds 
that make visibility poor espe- 
cially in hilly regions with 
floods forming in valleys and 
low lying areas. 

Snow' blanketed of western 
Amman Sunday and blocked 
roads making travel on them 
risky and dangerous ’ and 
prompting the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) to issue a 


warning to the public against 
making unnecessary trips. 

The CDD announced that 
many roads, especially in the 
south and west, have become 
inaccessible due to snow and 
poor visibility. Traffic on 
Amman's main roads reached 
a standstill last night w'hiJe 
snow blowers attempted to 
clear the major roads. 

A CDD official said that cit- 
izens near low lying areas are 
being flooded with rain water 
and should move to safer 
ground. The CDD said in 
times of emergency its ser- 
vices can be reached on tele- 
phone 199. 


Due to weather conditions, Arafat 
postpones visit until Tuesday 


Bv Tareq Ayyoub 

Special hi the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat has 
postponed from Sunday to 
Tuesday his planned visit to 
Amman due to stormy 
weather. Palestinian 

Ambassador to J or Jan 

Omar Al Khatib said. 

Sunday's visit had been 
arranged during a telephone 
conversation between Mr. 
Arafat and His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday. 

Officials said the two 
leaders planned to discuss 
the troubled peace process 
and share an “iftar" meal 
breaking the fast during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

"The two leaders will dis- 
cuss al) problems facing the 
peace process and Israel's 
refusal to implement what 
has already been agreed 
upon with the Palestinians.” 
Mr. Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. 

King Hussein offered io 
send his personal helicopter 
to the West Bank town of 
Ramallah to bring Mr. 
Arafat over. 

Mr. Arafat is also expect- 
ed to brief King Hussein 


and other senior officials on 
the outcome of last week's 
mission to the region by 
U.S. Middle East peace 
envoy Dennis Ross. Mr. 
Khatib said. 

The flurry' of talks comes 
ahead of planned meetings 
in Washington between 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on Jan. 20 and between Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Arafat on 
Jan. 22. 

Many Arab officials 

believe the talks were the 
last chance to save the 

peace process, which has 
faltered since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hard-line 
coalition government took 
office in June 1996. 

Mr. Ross left the region 
on Friday after four days of 
shuttling between President 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
failed to achieve any break- 
through in efforts to revive 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions after a 10-monrh 
stalemate. 

Mr. Arafat’s cabinet 
warned in a statement 
issued after Mr. Ross' 
departure that the region 
was on the “verge of an 


explosion” because of 
Israel’s failure to carry out 
a promised troop withdraw- 
al from many parts of the 
West Bank and its contin- 
ued efforts io build more 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied territories. 

A Jordanian official who 
requested anonymity said 
King Hussein was 
“extremely worried and 
concerned" over the lack of 
progress in the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks and by the 
apparent right-wing shift of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment following last week's 
resignation of moderate 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy. 

He raised his fears during 
weekend talks in Amman 
with Israeli Knesset (parlia- 
ment) Speaker Dan Tichon 
and Labour Party chief 
Ehud Barak. Both visits 
were described by Jordan- 
ian officials as “private" 
and in response to an invita- 
tion from King Hussein. 

Jordan fears the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Levy, which has 

(Continued on page 7) 


Police interrogate two in relation 
to attempt on Iraqi diplomat’s life 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police arrested 
two men in relation to the 
investigations into the attempt 
on the life of an Iraqi diplomat 
in Amman last week. Acting 
Minister of Interior Tawfiq 
Krishan said Sunday. 

Mr. Krishan told the Jordan 
Tunes thai the two are being 
interrogated to unveil circum- 
stances that were behind the 
attack against Rahim Tahir, 
45. 

The Iraqi diplomat escaped 
unharmed when two 
assailants fired at his car while 


he was driving in Um Utheina 
on Jan. 3. 

The minister declined to 
reveal the names or nationali- 
ties of the two men adding 
that all information will be 
announced as soon as the 
investigation is over. 

Informed sources, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
the arrested two are Jordani- 
ans who were living in Bagh- 
dad. The sources did not elab- 
orate. 

The Arabic daily Al Arab Al 
Yawm reported on Sunday 
that one person suspected of 
involvement in the attack was 
arrested, while a second was 


at large. 

The daily, quoting security 
sources, said that the 
assailants used three rented 
cars. 

Following the attack. Iraqi 
diplomats in Jordan accused 
Iraqi opposition and Israeli 
agents of canying out the 
attack to “disturb the relation- 
ship between Baghdad and 
Amman." 

The shooting followed (he 
executions of four Jordanians 
in Iraq for smuggling car 
spare parts, which prompted 
the expulsion of se\tn Iraqi 
diplomats. 
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Israel to bar entry to 
Palestinian deadbeats 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Israel 
has decided to bar entry to 
the country to all Pales- 
tinians who owe large 
sums of money to the gov- 
era men t or have court rul- 
ings against them over 
debts to Israeli businesses, 
officials said Sunday. 

A justice ministry 
spokesman said a list of 
debtors was being com- 
piled by the ministry and 
would be distributed to 
border police at crossing 
points from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip into Israel. 

The new regulations 
would apply to two cate- 
gories of Palestinians. 

One comprises individu- 
als and businessmen who 
have failed to pay money 
owed to the Israeli govern- 
ment such as parking tick- 
ets and other fines or 
value-added taxes. 


The second category 

includes . Palestinians who 

have had rulings issued 
against them by Israeli 
courts concerning unpaid 
debts to businesses and 
individuals, the 

spokesman said. 

Palestinians appearing 
on the justice ministry list 
of deadbeats will have the 
right to appeal their cases, 
officials said. 

According to Israeli 
press reports, debts by 
Palestinians to Israelis 
total millions of dollars. 

Although the Oslo peace 
accords included agree- 
ments for mutual legal 
assistance in cases where 
Israelis and Palestinians 
failed to pay debts to the 
other party, no mechanism 
has been set up for such 
debt collection. 


Israeli rabbis in secret talks to 
visit Jewish community in Iran 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli and Iranian reli- 
gious leaders have held 
secret contacts in a bid to 
arrange a visit by a dele- 
gation of Israeli rabbis to 
Jews living in Iran, a lead- 
ing rabbi said Sunday. 

Rabbi Menahem Fru- 
man told the radio he had 
informed the Israeli gov- 
ernment of bis efforts but 
insisted that it was a non- 
official initiative. 

“The Israeli government 
has been made aware of 
our initiative but it is a 
question of sending a del- 
egation of spiritual leaders 
and not an official mission 
to Iran.” he said. 

Rabbi Fruman, an immi- 
grant from Belgium, is 
considered somewhat of 
an eccentric. He lives in a 
West Bank settlement but 
is also a leading propo- 


nent of dialogue between 
Jewish and Muslim clerics 
and has held meetings 
with leaders of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
CHamas). 

It appeared likely that 
his contacts with Iranian 
religious figures were 
arranged with the help of 
Hamas. 

Last month the chief 
rabbi of Israel’s Sephardic 
Jews of Middle Eastern or 
North African descent, 
Eliahu Bakshi-Doron. 
appealed for contacts 
between Israeli and Iran- 
ian religious leaders. 

Rabbi Bakshi-Doron 
sent a message to the Iran- 
ian leadership via Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat, who was in Tehran 
for a summit meeting of 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. 


Israel Television report- 
ed that Iranian clerics 
accepted the idea and sug- 
gested a meeting in 
North African country. 

Since the Islamist revo- 
lution in Iran in 1979 
Tehran has refused to 
recognise Israel’s right to 
exist 

There have been some 
hopes of an easing of the 
enmity since a relatively 
moderate cleric, Moham- 
mad Khatami, was elected 
Iran’s president last year. 

President Khatami has 
made overtures to the 
West, and primarily the 
United States, but has 
remained scathing in his 
statements concerning 
Israel and the stalled 
peace process with the 
Arabs. 


DFLP reelects longtime leader 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
Damascus-based Democratic 
Front for die liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) re-elected 
its longtime leader, Nayef 
Hawatmeh, Sunday during a 
lengthy meeting hoe. 

The meeting of the DFLP, 
which rejects the 1993 Oslo 
accords between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel began 
Thursday and was held in the 
presence of 200 representa- 
tives from die Palestinian ter- 
ritories and diaspora. 

The DFLP, one of the three 
main groups in the PLO, also 


elected a new nine-member 
political office. 

They include Kais Abdul 
Karim, the group's official for 
the West Bank and Jerusalem; 
Saleh Zaid, DFLP representa- 
tive for Gaza; Ali FaysaL the 
DFLP official in Lebanon 


Daud Talhami of Ramallah 
and Tayssir KhaJed of Nablus 

The group also elected a 
central committee of 60 mem- 
bers from Jerusalem, the West 
Bank, Gaza and the diaspora. 

The DFLP reiterated its 
“rejection” of the Oslo auton- 
omy accords and called for 
“new. negotiations" based on 


UN. resolutions calling for 
Israel to withdraw from occu- 
pied lands and on the principle 
of trading land for peace. 

The group also stressed its 
support for die PLO, saying it 
is the “only legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people.” 

The Marxist DFLP was 
founded in 1969 in a break 
with die Popular Front for the 
liberation of Palestine, led by 
George Habash. Mr. Hawat- 
nieh has headed the DFLP 
since 1969. 


Egypt’s top film-maker urges Annan 
to allow medicine flight to Iraq 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s top 
film-maker Youssef Shahine on 
Sunday urged UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to autho- 
rise a direct flight from Cairo to 
Baghdad canying medicine for 
humanitarian reasons. 

Mr. Shahine specifically 
asked Me Annan, in a message 
obtained here by AFP. to allow 
the flight to take place an the 
first day of the Eid Fitr holiday 
which ends the fasting month of 
Ramadan (Jan. 29). 

“We urge you to authorise an 
Egyptian plane canying medi- 


cine to land in the Baghdad air- 
port on die first day of the Eid 
Fitr holiday.” Me Shahine said 
in the message. 

“If that date is not convenient, 
we wish, should you agree in 
principle, to let us know what 
date would suit you, hoping it 
will be very soon,” Me Shahine 
added. 

Late last month Me Shahine 
accompanied a delegation of 
Egyptian artists, intellectuals 
and human rights activists to 
Baghdad with 15 tonnes of 
medicine. 


Iranian bid to end violence in Algeria hindered by mistrust 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Iran's tentative diplomat- 
ic push to bring an end to 
the wave of massacres in 
Algeria has run into trou- 
ble as the deep-rooted 
feelings of mistrust 
between the two govern- 
ments have spilled into 
the open. 

Iranian Foreign Minis- 
ter Kama] Kharazi con- 
tacted his counterparts in 
Italy and Greece by tele- 
phone last week to dis- 
cuss the situation in the 
North African country 
after an alarming surge in 
the mass killings of civil- 
ians. 

He also sent a message 
to United Nations Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan 
demanding action, and 
called on the Muslim 
World to end their “indif- 
ference.” 

The Iranian press has 
urged the government to 
seize the opportunity as 
president of the Organi- 
sation of Islamic Confer- 
ence lOIC), which 
groups 55 Muslim 
nations, to take a lead 
role in ending the blood- 
shed. 


But Iran’s initiative has 
infuriated Algiers, who 
summoned the Italian 
ambassador for a severe 
dressing down on Satur- 
day. 

■ And the row flared in 
public again on Sunday 
when Iran’s powerful 
parliamentary speaker 
accused Algeria of direct 
involvement in the wave 
of massacres in the past 
two weeks. 

"These crimes are the 
direct work of the mili- 
tary government which is 
massacring innocent 
Muslims in Algeria,” 
charged Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri, the leader of the 
country's conservatives. 

“These massacres show 
that the Islamic move- 
ment is deeply-rooted 
and influential in Algeria, 
because the Algerian 
government is unable to 
suppress it,” he added. 

Algeria broke ties with 
the Islamic Republic in 
1993 after accusing it of 
backing the Islamist 
rebels fighting to topple 
the government. Algiers 
regularly blames “terror- 
ists,*' its terra for Islamist 


extremists, for the 
slaughter. 

A new wave of killing 
erupted in Algeria at start 
of the fasting month of 
Ramadan at the end of 
December which has left 
more than 600 civilians 
dead, according to press 
reports. 

The Algerian govern- 
ment has faced growing 
calls from the U.S and 
the European Union to 
allow an international 
inquiry into the mas- 
sacres. but has firmly 
rebuffed any such initia- 
tive as a violation of its 
sovereignty. 

Iran’s state radio 
warned Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual on 
Sunday to heed 
international efforts to 
end the violence if it 
wanted to absolve itself 
of responsibility for the 
killings. 

The new Iranian gov- 
ernment of President 
Mohammad Khatami has 
tried to tone down Iran’s 
firebrand international 
image, and in recent 
months it has edged 
towards a more balanced 


stand on the Algerian 
conflict. 

Iran has been sharply 
critical of the Algerian 
government since the 
cancellation of the Janu- 
ary 1992 legislative polls 
in Algeria, which the 
Islamist opposition was 
poised to win. 

The decision sparked 
off a wave of anti-gov- 
ernment violence led by 
the Islamists which has 
claimed an estimated 
60.000 lives in six years. 

Until 1992 the two 
countries had very close 
ties and Algeria repre- 
sented Iran's interests in 
Washington after the U.S. 
cut relations with the 
Islamic Republic in the 
wake of the 1 979 revolu- 
tion. 

But since 1992 polls 
relations have collapsed, 
with the Algerian author- 
ities accusing Iran of 
seeking to destabilise it 
and Tehran refusing to 
recognise the legitimacy 
of frie 1995 Algerian 
presidential elections. 

Algeria had the lowest 
level of representation at 
the QIC summit here last 


month, sending just its 
U.N. envoy. 

In recent months Iran- 
ian officials and newspa- 
pers have repeatedly con- 
demned the massacres, 
and a resolution was 
pushed through at the 
Tehran OIC summit, with 
Iran’s support, denounc- 
ing violence in the name 
of religion. 

Foreign observers have 
noted that some of the 
massacres have taken 
place near large military 
garrisons, and they have 
suggested that die gov- 
ernment has been at the 
very least negligent in 
preventing them. 

Hardline Iranian news- 
papers go even further in 
blaming the Algerian 
government. 

“The coup-makers 
[Algerian government) 
are making every effort 
to commit more crimes in 
a bid to create a situation 
where people become 
tired and they give up.” 
said Jomhuri Istami. 
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sale of oil finances the purchase of food and medicine (Reuters photo) 
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UAE mobilises to cleanup oil slick, 
avert environmental disaster 


DUBAI (AFP) — The United 
Arab Emirates* (UAE) 
launched a large-scale opera- 
tion on Sunday to cleanup an 
oil slick that has threatened its 
water desalination plants and 
raised fears of an environmen- 
tal disaster. 

The operation was launched 
four days after a barge coming 
from Iran sank off the north- 
ern emirate of Ajman and 
spilled nearly 4,000 tonnes 
(30,000 barrels) of fuel oil in 
the already polluted Gulf 
waters. 

Experts stud the accident 
was apparently caused 
because the barge was over- 
loaded and not properly 
equipped for transporting oil. 
The barge sank Wednesday 
while docking eight kilome- 
tres off Ajman. according to 
Emirati maritime officials. 
The delay in countering the 
slick due to lack of equipment 
resulted in substantial damage 
to ecological life in the nearby 
emirate of Umm A1 Quwain. 
which has the world's second 
largest island colony of Soco- 
tra Cormorant birds after 


Hawar. a disputed island 
between -Bahrain and Qatar.- 

“If what we have seen and 
read about the spill is to be 
believed, then we have the 
makings of an environmental 
disaster on our hands,” 
warned Colin Richardson, 
secretary of the Emirates 
Birds Records Committee. 

“Reports... give little room 
for optimism that the oil pol- 
lution will be dealt with in 
time to save the fragile eco- 
system of Umm Al Quwain’s 
shallow lagoons,” he wrote in 
Sunday’s issue of the semi- 
official daily Emirates News. 

“The mangroves, the 
marine life and the mudflats 
are no longer being threat- 
ened. they are actually being 
destroyed by thick fuel oil as 
you read this and there really 
is no time to spare.” 

The Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company (ADNOC), the 
UAE's best equipped body in 
combating oil accidents, said 
it had joined coast guards and 
other local and foreign teams 
in the cleanup operation that 
also included refloating the 


barge. 

“ADNOC also activated 
equipment supplied by the 
Petroleum Association of 
Japan.” it said in a statement 
carried by the official news 
agency WAM. 

The spill has stretched near- 
ly 10 kilometres along the 
shorelines of the tiny emirates 
of Ajman and Umm Al 
Quwain. killed fish, black- 
ened beaches and threatened 
their vital desalination plants. 

Authorities said they bad 
deployed booms around the 
plants, while the Ajman 
desalination facility was shut 
for two days to avert pollu- 
tion. 

Newspapers published pic- 
tures showing dead fish float- 
ing in the water while fisher- 
men were told to stay out of 
affected areas. 

Officials said the cleanup 
would take several days but 
they have yet to assess dam- 
age. Refloating of the 1 1 .000- 
tonne barge also carries the 
risk of another spill as there 
are still large quantities of 
diesel in its tanks. 
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JORDAN TELEVI- 
SION 

TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Holy Koran 

14:10 Hammerman 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 _ - Prayers 

16:30 ...Believe and Behave 

17:00 Riding High 

17:30 .The Animal Show 

18:00 .Neighbours 

18:30 -...News Headlines 

18 :35 — Hope and Gloria 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 ..- — Ramadan Talks 

I9i35 The Health Show 

20:01 -Over a Cup of Tea 

2(k30 Country Music 

21:10 . — Highlander 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Emergency Room 

23:15 - .Cosmos 

23:59 Islam in a changing World 


PRAYER TIMES 


IK-11 

.Fair 

IK;rt ...... 


11.JL1 


MrT?. 



18:17. 



632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicatkm 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
■ferra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932: 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Winds will be westerly active. In 
Aqaba, scattered showers are 
expected, winds southerly active 
and seas rough. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. — JZero/04 

Aqaba._.. 09/16 

Deserts 02/06 

Jordan Valley .07/12 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Saffarini -...985832 
Khaiifeh pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 06. Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 95 per cent. 
Aqaba 45 perccnL 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


L Mary of Nazareth Church 
weifieh, TeL 810740 
assemblies of God Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Cloudy and rainy weather condi- 
tions will prevail with snow 
falling over areas with an altitude 
over 900 metres above sea level. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DITTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. KhafflAboMaijrab „ 779797 
Dr. FayezAlDabbas....759155 
Dr. Abdul Majid Al Stair -791405 
Dr. Adnan ZaghJoul — 898140 

Firas pharmacy - 66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy -778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -.644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy - 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr Mazen Abu Bakir-276852 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

QvjJ Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue 192. 621 11 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police - 843402 

Traffic Police — -..896390 

Public Security DepL — 630321 

Hotel Complaittts 605800 

Price Complaints. 661176 

W*er & Sewaqge GnrobinB -897467 
Amman Municipal] tv Complaints 

1 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance! 121 

Overseas CalLs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ........623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs..... 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co..., 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia lntl. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmib 630195 

Hussein Medical Centre —.8 1 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity..— 64244 J/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. _ 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .- 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli,Abdali 6641 M/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka - 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- — (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This 'information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) infvmuuimi 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel, 
(08)53200-5, where it should 

always be verified, hifnrnuvion tvi 
other flights run Iv supplied nn 
phone 08 1 52700/. 


°9:15 Cairo IMS) 

99 JO Al'ArishfPFi 

12rtW Khartoum l SD) 

13:25 Bahrain (GFl 

14: 30 Doha (QR) 

*5;05 -.Vienna (OS) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

1*:00 Istanbul tSD) 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 - Athens (OAl 

01:25 Amsterdam (KLi 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

® 7; I 5 Sanaa iRJl 

Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 New Delhi (RJi 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10=05 Beirut IRJl 

1&20 Cairo (RJ) 

!6:25 London (RJi 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

ISsOS Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 — Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok. (RJ) 

22:00 Vienna (RJ) 

22:25 Kuala Lumpur (RJt 

23:15 .... Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

°° :0 5 .Tel Aviv i RWj 

07:25 Amman (QAIA) (RWj 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09*-50 Aqaba (RW) 

1L10 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

2L20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


",20:45 -.Abu Dhabi (RJ)' 

,'21:15 Dubai, Muscat (Rfl ■ 

-'22:45 -...Sanaa (PJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) : 

08:25 -..-London (BA) 

10:30 _AJ ’Arish (PF) 

10:30 .Cairo (MS) 

*3:20 Jstanbui (SD) 

14:15 - ...Bahrain (GF) 

15-50 .Doha (QR) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:00 Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

19:00 Khartoum (SD) : 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:53 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:25 -Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 -....Athens (OA) , 
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departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

06:20 - Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 Frankfort London (RJ) 

11:00 .Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
J2H)5 Kuwait (RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:15 London (BA) 


1 2:30 - Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (Rj> 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05-30 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW 

06:50 .TclAvivfRW): 

07:55 ..... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
08:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

10&0 — — Aqaba (RflO 

11:40 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
2030 ......Amman (QAIA) (R'W 

21:50 — -Aqaba (RW) 
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■Princess Basina distributes 


Crown Prince urges colleges to 


maintain 




school supplies to children 


• ZARQA (Petra) — Her 
: Royal Highness Princess 

J : Basnia on Sunday visited 
1 : the Palestinian refugee 

: camp in Zarqa. where she 
i distributed school bags, 
r ■' , : sportswear, and other 
: school necessities to the 
: children of needy fami- 
: lies. 

. The visit was part of the 

■ ongoing Ramadan Chari- 
’ ty "Campaign, which was 

started at the beginning of 

• the holy month by the 
: Queen Alia _ Fund for 

Social Development 

■ (QAF) under the patron- 
: age of Princess Basma. 

■ At the camp’s youth 
club, the Princess, 
accompanied by the spe- 


-<*•-. 


ctal QAF charity commit- 
tee, met with resident 
notables and committees 
in charge of improving 
the conditions of the 
camp. 

In remarks at the meet- 
ing, the Princess urged 
the public to contribute 
generously to the charity 
campaign, which she said 
will benefit a large sector 
of Jordanian society in 
various regions. 

Zarqa Governor Zeid 
Fayez expressed the gov- 
ernorate's deep apprecia- 
tion of Princess Basma’s 
efforts to help the needy. 

A camp representative 
outlined the camp’s activ- 
ities and achievements. 


noting that the commit- 
tees are taking care of 
1 20 orphaned children 
and providing them with 
cultural, social, and 
sports services. 

The QAF committee 
Sunday had visited 250 
homes and presented gifts 
and food, clothes, blan- 
kets, and heaters to their 
residents. 

Taking part in the visits 
was Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi among other 
personalities. 

The meeting with the 
Princess was attended by 
Ibrahim Tarshihi. head of 
the Department of Pales- 
tinian Affairs, and other 
officials. 


New developments in Internet 
provider market spark ‘price war’ 
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By Ahmed Naser 

Special ro the Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — A price war 
has started between opera- 
tive Internet service 
providers (ISPs) amidst an 
expected drop in the prices 
of international circuits and 
the advent of a new player 
into a crowded Web market 
for the Kingdom’s approxi- 
mately 7,000 private sub- 
scribers. 

Global One. the largest 
ISP in Jordan with approxi- 
mately 5,000 subscribers, 
and index, which opened 
shop last summer, have ston- 
ed offering deals whereby 
new and old subscribers can 
get unlim ited Web time as 
part of monthly subscrip- 
tions averaging JD50, as 
well as price drops on limit- 
ed rime deals. In compari- 
son, Web surfers in the U.S. 
get unlimited Internet con- 
nection time for around S20 
per month (approximately 
i,JDJ4)- ... 

Sami Smeirat, Global’s 
assistant sales and marketing 
manager, said the reasons 
behind the new price cuts 
were competition and a 
increase in the number of 
subscribers. 

Moreover. Mr. Smeirat 
said the new unlimited Web 
time deal would be prof- 
itable, considering that the 
majority of Global’s sub- 
scribers would not “actually 
log on for 24 hours a day” 
due to current JTC rates on 
local phone calls. 

Subscribers using four 
hours of Web time a day add 
around JD40 to their month- 
ly phone bill in local calls, 
whereas users living outside 
the capita] face higher 
expenses because they have 
to make national phone calls 
to Amman-based ISPs to get 


Web time. 

Noting that a greater 
majority of Global’s cus- 
tomer; do not own credit 
cards, Mr. Smeirat said 
“unlimited connection time 
deals also save customers 
the hassle of payments and 
assure them that they have 
Internet connection time 
whenever they feel like hav- 
ing it/' 

National Equipment and 
Technical Services (NETS) 
will follow suit within the 
next few days, according to 
Wisara Edghaim. NETS 
sales and marketing manag- 
er. 

“1 want to win all of Glob- 
al One’s customers, make 
them switch to NETS in any 
way possible... It's a price 
war.’’ he said. 

Originally only an on-line 
Bulletin Board Subscription 
(BBS). NETS started offer- 
ing connection to cyber- 
space last summer and now 
has 1.500 Web subscribers, 
according to Mr. Edghaim. 

FirstNet’s general manag- 
er, Abdulmajeed M. 
Elshawa, however, said the 
price cuts by Global and 
Index “had been conducted 
in a hurry and look like a 
gamble." 

Nevertheless, he said he 
■"believes that competition is 
healthy, as long as it is 
accompanied with good 
quality." 

Asked by the Jordan Times 
whether FirstNet was con- 
sidering a similar move, Mr. 
Elshawa said: “We will 
adjust our packages ro give 
more value for the 
money.. .Our foremost priori- 
ty is quality." 

FirstNet. which began 
operations in October 1997 
and played a key role in 
delivering Jordan’s Nov. 4 
election ~ results hour-by- 


hour, gave no definite timing 
for the availability of their 
new packages, stating only 
that they would be out 
“soon." 

An industry source told the 
Jordan Times that the JTC 
has given verbal assurances 
that it will lower charges on 
international circuits to data- 
communicauons providers. 
The JTC has a monopoly on 
international circuits and 
land lines that ends Jan. 1. 
2003. 

Web providers upgrade 
their connections with the 
JTC in increments based on 
speed. Each speed upgrade 
costs ISPs 20 per cent of the 
original charge. 

In addition to the four 
operative ISPs, Jordan Inter- 
net Network (JOIN) will 
join the price war by the end 
of this month, said Tareq 
Abdul Lat. JOIN general 
manager, adding that he also 
expected the JTC to lower its < 
prices. 

. Mr. Abdul Lat said JOIN • 
did not feel threatened by the 
recent price cuts and intro- 
duction of unlimited connec- 
tion rime offers, adding that 
‘ price has become the deci- 
sive factor.” 

Notwithstanding, market 
observers agree that the 
coming period will define 
the major players in the mar- 
ket by seeing who survives 
the “price war.” 

Observers have estimated 
that Jordan has at least 
80.000 users, since there are 
approximately 7.000 sub- 
scribers ro private ISPs, in 
addition to 35.000 sub- 
scribers at the National 
Information Centre, which 
provides Internet access to 
government institutions and 
employees. A majority of 
Internet accounts are used by 
at least two different users. 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


SLIDE LECTURE 

* “Analysis of the Features 
of Uiriayyad Buildings in 
Jordan” (in Arabic) by Dt 
Mohammad Hotalmeh of 
Yarmoiik University at the 
Friends of Archaeology Cen- 
tre at 7:30 p.m. (Tel. 
696682). 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by 
AJ Hannounah Musical Band 
at die Royal Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 p.m. (until Jan. 13). 

FILM 

* French film “Mon 
Oncle” at the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Weibdeh at 
8:30 p.HL 

SECOND PLASTIC 
ART WEEK 

- * Abstract (plastic) art by 
several artists at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Jan. 17. 

• * Slide lecture on the expe- 
rience of the late Jordanian 
-artist Tkwfiq A1 Sayvid by 
Mohammad Abu Zuraiq. 

■ * Film on die life of Span- 
ish artist Salvador Dali at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 
pun. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iftar banquet postponed 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Due to 
adverse weather conditions, 
the Royal Court on Sunday 
announced the postpone- 
ment of an iftar banquet that 
was scheduled to be hosted 
Monday by His Majesty 
King Hussein for dignitaries 
from Amman and Balqa. 

Ministry announces 
Tawjihi deadline for 
independent students 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education's 
examination department 
announced Sunday that stu- 
dents studying on their own 
and wishing to sit for the 
Genera] Secondary Certifi- 
cate Examination (Tawjihi) 
next summer should submit 
applications by Jan. 15. 
1997. The announcement 
said such students should 
send their applications to the 
directors of educational 
departments in their respec- 
tive regions by the given 
deadline. Otherwise the 
application will not be 

accepted. 

National .Aid Fund 
releases 1997 figures 

AMMAN i.Petro) — In a 
statement released Sunday, 
the National .Aid Fund 
(NAF) said it spent ID 1 7 


million in 1997 to support 
registered needy families. 
The statement noted that 
JD 13.692,898 were given as 
recurrent financial aid and 
JD208.475 financed voca- 
tional training courses for 
heads of poor families to 
enable them to embark on a 
trade. The statement added 
that during the month of 
Ramadan, the NAF is con- 
ducting a special pro- 
gramme offering a financial 
bonus to the needy. 

Masri meets with 
president of Canadian 
university 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri 
on Sunday conferred with 
the president of Concordia 
University in Canada. Dis- 
cussion covered aspects of 
educational cooperation and 
research programmes. The 
minister briefed the guest on 
the standard and nature of 
the Kingdom's educational 
programmes, enrolment of 
students in universities, and 
academic as well as voca- 
tional training courses 
offered by these universities. 
Discussion also covered 
prospects of cooperation 
between the Canadian uni- 
versity and the Kingdom’s 
higher institutes of educa- 
tion. 


coordination in training mosque preachers 



AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has urged uni- 
versities and specialised col- 
leges to maintain coordination 
in training mosque preachers 
and to enhance dialogue for 
promoting their education. 

Addressing a meeting of 
councils and committees of 
the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs at the King 
Abdullah the Martyr 
Mosque, the Crown Prince 
slated that preachers and 
imams should present ser- 
mons tackling various topics 
in clear and pious terms so 
that all may understand. 

Preachers and imams 
should be armed with knowl- 
edge of the various issues in 
educational, social humani- 
tarian, and security issues, he 
added. 

Emphasising the impor- 
tance of moderation and cen- 
trist attitudes, the Crown 
Prince said “it is this policy 
which reflects the true image 
of Arab and Islamic culture 
and one which is feared by 
our cultural adversary' who 
tries to monupolise and secure 
influence in the world at the 
expense of Islam." 

Prince Hassan called on the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islam- 


ic Affairs to organise spe- 
cialised workshops and pre- 
sent working papers designed 
to upgrade the efficiency of 
mosque preachers. He spoke 
on the need for coordination 
with Arab and Islamic univer- 
sities in this matter so that 
every nation can have capa- 
ble. well-educated preachers 
for the coming 21st century. 

Referring to the holy sites in 
Palestine, the Crown Prince 
pointed to the Hashemite 
family’s achievements 
through history, noting that 
the Royal family has shoul- 
dered its responsibility for 
these places. 

Prince Hassan commented 
on Jordan's stand in this 
regard, saying that “we main- 
tain stable, firm, and clear 
stands in our relentless sup- 
port for the Palestinian state 
and in our backing for the just 
struggle of the Palestinian 
people to regain their full 
rights on their national soil." 

The Ministry' of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs needs all pos- 
sible backing in its drive to 
help regain Arab and Islamic 
rights in Jerusalem and in pur- 
suing coordination with the 
Palestinian people in this 
affair, according to Prince 
Hassan. 


Referring to the question of 
zakat (alms for die poor). 
Prince Hassan underlined the 
need for applying the idea of 
zakal throughout the King- 
dom. raying that this would 
be one step towards universal- 
ising an idea that displays true 
solidarity among Muslims. 

He added that Jordan has 
been playing an effective role 
in clarifying the idea of pan- 
Islamic zakat and promoting 
the establishment of a special 
fund to help develop Muslim 
communities. 

According to the Prince, the 
Islamic Nation’s zakat fund 
could become a reality if the 
idea is applied first by a croup 
of Islamic countries and then 
is gradually expanded. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of the role of education- 
al and cultural centres, which 
he said can operate during 
summer vacation to impart 
knowledge to students from 
the 56 nations of the Organi- 
sation of Islamic Conference. 

Referring to the waqf lands 
(endowment estates), the 
Prince called for coordination 
with the government to devel- 
op them in the coming years. 

Following the address, 
which was attended by Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben 


Zeid and HRH Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad. His 
Majesty King Hussein’s cul- 
tural secretary, the commit- 
tees members held a dialogue 
on several topics concerning 
the work of preacher and 
imams. 

At the outset of the meeting. 
Minister of Awqaf and Islam- 
ic Affairs Abdul Salam Abba- 
di had presented a general 
outline of the ministry's plans 
and programmes for training 


mosque preachers and imams. 
He also noted that the min- 
istry was pursuing supervi- 
sion of the work of the Islam- 
ic awqaf in Jerusalem and the 
process of restoring Islamic 
holy sites in the city'. 

Before addressing the meet- 
ing, Prince Hassan opened a 
book exhibition organised by 
17 Jordanian institutions. The 
exliibition will last until Jan. 
27. 


Japan provides support to educational projects in Karak 


These grant are the fourth 
and the fifth in a series under 
the Japanese Grant Assistance 
for Grassroots Projects 
(GAGP) in the Japanese fis- 
cal year 1997. Previous grants 
included a $90,600 grant to Al 
Farouq Society for Orphan’s 
Care in Irbid, a 549.256 gram 
to Jordan’s Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature to 
help finance a conservation 
project for the rare Nubian 
Ibex, and an 51 1341 grant to 
the S weileh branch of ti?e Cir- 
cassian Charity Association to 
help finance the purchase of 
sewing machines and other 
needlework equipment, 
according to the announce- 


ment 

Through this schemes. 
Japan has donated $2384,94 1 
since 1993 to non- govern- 
mental organisations and 
local communities in Jordan 
in addition to the general 
assistance, to the government 
of Jordan. Of this, u total of 
$509,768 of GAGP grants has 
been used in the educational 
sector, mainly providing 
stoves to public schools in 
Salt improving the facilities 
. .of sphpol libraries iq. Karak. 
constructing a children’s 
library in Mafiaq. and provid- 
ing a "Braille primer : for a 
school for the blind. These 
projects have helped provide 


Coalition of tourist bus companies 
draws criticism from tour operators 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has granted 
a total of $62,527 to support 
the educational sector in 
Karak. including Karak Qasa- 
ba Educational Directorate 
and the Latin Primary School, 
according to a Japanese 
embassy press release Sun- 
day. 

Takayuki Kim ura, Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan, and 
Abdul Rahman Ma’aytah, 
director of Karak Qasaba 

Educational Directorate, 

signed an agreement for the 
first project, worth $48,474, at 
the embassy ofJiipan on Sun- 
day. Under this agreement, 
the Japanese embassy will 


German 

standards 

institute 

director 

visits 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The direc- 
tor of the German Institute for 
Standardisation (DIN) and the 
director general of Lhe Jordan 
Institution for Standards and 
Metrology (JISM) recently met 
to discuss issues of common 
interest to DIN and J1SM in 
standardisation, certification, 
and related activities, accord- 
ing to a JISM press release. 

Helmut Reihlen, DIN direc- 
tor. and Hassan Saudi. JISM 
director general, toured the 
institute and met with the heads 
of various departments, the 
standards project teamleader. 
and other experts. Dr. Reihlen 
gave a lecture on the role of 
DIN and the significance of 
standards for the economic 
development of Germany and 
Europe, including the renxwal 
of technical barriers to trade, 
the statement continued. 

JISM and DIN intend to sign 
an “agreement on cooperation 
in the fields of standardisation 
and certification” in due course 
in order to promote the devel- 
opment of scientific, technical, 
and economic relations 
between Jordan and Germany, 
the announcement read. 

The DIN was founded in 
1917 and Dr. Reihlen has been 
the DIN director since 1972. 
DIN is working to initiate 
European and international 
standards and many German 
standards have become inter- 
national standards and are 
applied worldwide, the state- 
ment said 

The planned cooperation 
between the standards institu- 
tions of Jordan and Germany 
will be of importance for both 
partners and will assist Jordan 
is complying with the relevant 
articles of the “ELI -Jordan 
Partnership Agreement” 
signed in Brussels on Nov. 24, 
1997. the statement concluded. 


provide 525 stoves for 89 
schools in the area to ensure 
favourable learning condi- 
tions for students in winter, 
the statement read. 

Mr. Kim ura also signed a 
$14,053 gram agreement with 
Father Khalil Jaar. principal 
of the Latin Primary' School 
in Karak. one of the oldest in 
the Kingdom, to help finance 
the renovation of school facil- 
ities to meet the latest stan- 
dards set by the Ministry of 
.Education. The grant - will 
finance the purchase of desks 
and chairs and other school 
furniture to improve learning 
conditions for students, the 
statement said. 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
three Jordanian tourist bus 
companies has come under 
fire from local tour operators 
who say the new monopoly 
and price rises has dealt the 
fragile tourism industry a 
heavy blow-. 

Jordan Ex press Tourist 
Transport (JETT ), Petra 
Tourist Transport Company, 
and Jordan Investment and 
Tourism Transport Company 
(Alpha) formed a JD 1 1 mil- 
lion coalition in September (o 
cut Josses caused by a drop in 
the number of tourists visit- 
ing Jordan. 

The flood of tourists that 
flocked to Jordan after the 
1994 peace treaty with Israel 
has declined dramatically 
since Israel’s hard-line Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu took office 19 
months ago. stalling 
prospects of Middle East 
peace. 

The coalition, with 270 
buses, is the sole operator of 
tourist buses in Jordan. 

Its decision to increase 
prices by 30 per cent has 
caused an outcry among tour 
operators, because many 
were unable to increase 
prices of packages already 
sold to foreigners. 

On average, transport 
accounts for 25 per cent of 
the price of any tour package. 

“We understand their 
financial problems, but 
monopolising the business is 
not the solution,” said Firas 
Hafez, general manager of 
Pan-Arabian, a leading tour 
operator. 

“Killing the spirit of com- 
petition and forcing travel 
agents and tour operators to 
accept unfair price increases 
is unacceptable," be told the 
Jordan Times. 

Independent economists 
put the bus companies’ oper- 
ational losses at JD285.000 
in the first half of 1997 and 
net losses after including 


operational, financial and 
depreciation costs at JD 1.27 
million. 

Many tour operators say 
they are no longer able to 
benefit from the previous 
competition between the 
three companies, which 
helped them lure price-con- 
scious ioLtrists travelling on 
tight budgets. 

Others say they find it diffi- 
cult to commit themselves to 
fixed packages in a highiy- 
competitive regional tourism 
market if transport fares keep 
changing under the new price 
monopoly. 

Many, who made profits 
from commissions given to 
them in return for using the 
services of the three bus 
firms, also say they cannot 
further reduce die overall 
price of packages. 

The Jordan Society of 
Tourist and Travel Agents is 
pressing the government to 
dissolve the coalition on 
grounds that it forms a 
monopoly. They are seeking 
guarantees that bus fares 
remain unchanged until the 
end of this year. 

Many believe that the three 
companies pooled resources 
to circumvent efforts to ban 
monopolies, included in a 
draft law that Parliament is 
expected to debate later this 
year as part of efforts to liber- 
alise the economy. 

“They saw' the danger com- 
ing from the crushing price 
competition and realised that 
no new companies would 
enter the market, so they 
joined efforts to consolidate 
their positions,” said a trans- 
port e xpert. 

But JETT General Manag- 
er Adnan Mufti rejected this 
criticism and defended the 
coalition's move. 

“This was a necessity to 
end the crazy and unreason- 
able speculation [in rates] 
that existed between the three 
tourist transport companies,” 
he told the Jordan Times. 

“Speculation will only 
harm the Jordanian tourism 


sector." be added 
Mr. Mufti, who has been 
JETTs top man for years, 
said the coalition's bus rental 
prices were cheaper than 
rates already set by the Min- 
istry of Tourism. 

“For example, the official 
rate for a 50-seat bus travel- 
ling 200 kilometres a day 
was set at $253. but we are 
charging $230," he said. 

He denied the coalition 
formed a monopoly. 

"What happened was a uni- 
fication of reservation and of 
price to achieve a fair divi- 
sion of work for each compa- 
ny." according to Mr. Mufti. 
"At one stage, speculation 
became crazy...eompanies 
were offering rates at 50 per 
cent below cost so the only 
solution was to unity charges 
and reservations.” 

Despite the move, the 
coalition is still incurring 
losses because of a drop in 
tourist arrivals this year that 
has kept a large number of 
their buses idle. 

Mr. Mufti also rejected 
claims by travel agents that 


students with better learning 
conditions and have made 
their school life easier, the 
statement said. 

In remarks following the 
signing ceremony, Mr. Kimu- 
ra said: “Japan believes in the 
vita! importance of education 
with its own experience in the 
process of development. The 
embassy of Japan will contin- 
ue to extend support to pro- 
jects aimed at human devel- 
opment and improving pri- 
mary education, and we hope 
that this type of assistance 
will help improve the stan- 
dard of education in Jotdan.” 


they were not given enough 
time to study foe new price 
increases and compare them 
with rates quoted in neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Many tour operators want 
foe government to ease foe 
rules regulating foe creation 
of tourist transport compa- 
nies. which currently include 
owning at least 50 modem 
buses and having a JD 10 mil- 
lion capital. 

Some say they would like 
to operate buses similar to 
their counterparts in other 
countries. 

A sharp increase in the 
arrival of tourists to Jordan 
after 1 994 stra ined the capac- 
ity of JETT, then the coun- 
try’s sole operator of special- 
ly-equipped and modem 
buses. 

The government allowed 
Alpha and Petra to enter the 
market to provide similar ser- 
vices, thus breaking JETTs 
decades-old monopoly. 

A total 1.13 million tourists 
visited Jordan in 19%. 
spending JD527 million. 


Institute Jpa Cervantes 

Spanish 
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Information ® 610858 


;u:- 


■ ’ll 



4 World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 12, 1998 


Thousands left homeless, injured 
after earthquake in China 


ZHANGBEI COUNTY. 
China (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands faced freezing 
temperatures and the 
threat of severe after- 
shocks Sunday as the 
Chinese army mounted a 
massive relief operation 
following an earthquake 
here which killed 47 and 
injured more than 
11 , 000 . 

Even as truckloads of 
troops arrived in the area 
carrying warm clothing, 
food, water and medical 
supplies, the number of 
injured soared to 1 1.439. 
some 1.252 of them in 
serious condition, reports 
said. ; 

More than 44.000 peo- 
ple were left homeless in 
Zhangbei, Shangyi and 
Wanquan counties in 
Saturday’s quake and 
now face temperatures 
which plummeted to 
minus 20 degrees Celsius 
overnight, according to 
state media. 

Over 100 aftershocks 
have already been felt 
following the quake 
which measured 6.2 on 
the Richter scale, with 
experts warning that 
another aftershock of 
around 5.0 — capable of 
causing considerable 
damage — was likely. . 

The region has also suf- 
fered enormous econom- 


ic damage estimated at 
about 2.39 billion yuan 
($288 million). Xinhua 
news agency said. 

The quake occurred in a 
sparsely-populated hilly 
region in the northeastern 
province of Hebei near 
the Great Wall, about 220 
kilometres northwest of 
the capital. ' 

Many residents have 
been ordered not to sleep 
inside their houses, 
despite the driving cold, 
because of the possibility 
of aftershocks. Most of 
the village houses in the 
area are "hand-built from 
mud and stone, and are 
easily damaged. 

Some 13.606 houses 
were destroyed in the 
province and another 
26,000 were severely 
damaged and deemed too 
dangerous to reenter. 

So far, 2.14 million 
yuan worth of goods have 
been delivered to the 
region, including some 
1.200 tents, 21,000 cot- 
ton overcoats and quilts, 
and 15 tonnes of food 
and medicine. Xinhua 
reported. 

Array vehicles were 
seen pouring into 
Zhangbei country, the 
worst-hit region. Xinhua 
reported that about 1,500 
troops have arrived in the 
area already. 


Villagers in Xisungou 
village, about 10 kilome- 
tres south of the county 
seat of Zhangbei. said the 
quake was the biggest 
they had felt since a 1976 
earthquake. which 

claimed at least 242,000 
lives in Tangshan county 
outside of Beijing. 

'There was a rumbling 
noise, and everything 
hanging on the walls fell 
off.” said a fanner named 
Wang, who lives in 
Xisungou. 

“A lot of yellow dust 
came up from the earth. I 
ran outside. The village 
cadres told us to sleep 
outside, even though it 
was very cold, because it 
was too dangerous to 
sleep inside the house.” 

Although his house was 
damaged. but not 
destroyed. Mr. Wang was 
distraught, saying be did 
not have enough money 
to repair the large crack 
which split through his 
walls during the quake. 

He said the people in 
the village had stayed 
awake all night, walking 
back and forth to keep 
warm. 

On Sunday, trucks were 
collecting private dona- 
tions of blankets from 
citizens in Zhangbei 
county, for the homeless 
in the worst-hit areas. 


Chinese media reported 
makeshift tents had been 
erected to house people. 

Local hospitals and the 
People’s Liberation 
Army have sent 12 med- 
ical teams to Zhangbei 
and Shangyi, to help the 
wounded, it said. 

People were seen 
searching for leftover 
rice from collapsed hous- 
es to boil for food 
overnight. newspapers 
reported. Police had set 
up roadblocks around 
Zhangbei county Sunday 
and were barring journal- 
ists from entering the site 
as army trucks entered 
the checkpoints ikith 
relief workers and aid. 

The tremor was lightly 
felt in the capital. 

Government seismolo- 
gists from neighbouring 
Shanxi province, InneT 
Mongolia, and other 
pans of Hebei province 
have been sent to monitor 
the situation for after- 
shocks. the People’s 
Daily said. 

Pakistan late Saturday 
said it would send reLief 
aid. Xinhua said, adding 
that Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif had sent a 
message of sympathy. 
Hong Kong has also fcaid 
it may proffer aid to* the 
stricken area. 



A woman, surrounded by salvaged possessions from ber destroyed borne, stands near 
the entrance to a haystack that was the only safe shelter for villagers from Nanfengbei 
after an earthquake destroyed more than half of the buildings in the village in Hebei 
province in China's north (Reuters photo) 


Pope appeals to African leaders 
to end violence on continent 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
Pope John Paul II Saturday 
appealed to African politi- 
cal leaders to put an end to 
the rule of violence on the 
continent. 

The Pope's New Year's 
address to the Vatican 
diplomatic corps constitut- 
ed an overview of world 
"trouble spots,” including 
Algeria, central African 
nations, and countries in 
Asia and in the Middle 
East. Algeria he described 
as “a nation held to hostage 
by inhumane violence 
which cannot be justified 
by any political cause or 
still less any religious 
motive." 

He called for "good will, 
in Algeria and elsewhere, to 
unite in order to allow those 
who believe in dialogue 
and fraternity to be heard." 


Referring to Rwanda, 
Burundi, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and 
Congo, the Pontiff spoke 
out against the “aimed con- 
flict the displacement of 
persons, the tragedy of 
refugees, deficient health 
conditions, defective 
administration of justice,” 
caused by strife in these 
four Central African 
nations. 

"Today, in the greatest 
silence, intimidation and 
killing still continue." he 
stated. 

Addressing the political 
leaders of these nations, he 
went on to warn that 
"Africa will never experi- 
ence peace or develop- 
ment" if violence is accept- 
ed as a norm in attaining 
power, if corruption and the 
arms trade continue, if eth- 


nicity dictates all other con- 
cerns and if democracy is 
pushed aside. 

In a speech characterised 
by its notes of caution, the 
Pope urged Africans to 
resist reliance on outside 
assistance in all spheres 
and to foster solidarity 
among the continent's 
nations. 

"They should all assist 
one another in the analysis 
and evaluation of political 
options." he said, adding 
that "the countries of the 
continent should favour 
peace-making and reconcil- 
iation, if necessary through 
peace forces composed of 
African soldiers ” 

This, he declared, would 
bring Africa credibility on a 
global level, and "interna- 
tional help would doubtless 
become more intensive ” 


Latvian doctor in trouble for 
naming tuberculosis patients 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
Latvian doctor is in hot 
water for releasing the 
names of 23 of his patients 
who refused treatment for 
tuberculosis at the risk of 
infecting others, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
Sunday. 

It said several patients 


agreed to be hospitalised 
after their names were pub- 
lished by local newspapers 
in the town of Liepaja. in 
southwest Latvia. 

But Andris Kristens’ deci- 
sion to release their names 
sparked a controversy in the 
Baltic state with human 
rights activists accusing 


him of violating doctor- 
patient confidentiality rules. 

The medical board has 
also set up an ethics com- 
mittee due to examine the 
matter next week. 

Dr. Kristons has suffered 
a heart arrack in the mean- 
time and was taken to hos- 
pital. 



Police drag a youth from a demonstration of left-wing groups in honour of murdered 
Socialist leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Uebknecht, in Berlin. Police arrested 
several people after stones were thrown from inside a group of several hundred 
demonstrators, some of whom were masked (Reuters photo) 


N. Ireland 
talks set to , 
resume, 

Blair 

hopeful for 
breathrough 

MADRID (AFP) — The 
interior minister of Spain’s 
troubled Basque country 
said in an interview Sunday 
that the region will look after 
its own security in the wake 
of ETA-anri bated violence. 

Interior Minister Juan 
Maria Atutxa told the daily 
El Pais: "I would never agree 
to the central government 
interfering in our security." 

He added that suggestions 
for the national police or the 
army to be deployed in the 
Basque country following 
the killing Friday of a con- 
servative politician would be 
“a political mistake." 

“It would amount to hold- 
ing Basques responsible for 
die bloodshed and I am not 
willing to accept that.” he 
said. 

The region has seen nearly 
three decades of violence 
between authorities and ETA 
separatists fighting for an 
independent Basque home- 
land. 

Mr. Atutxa’5 published 
comments came two days 
after the car bomb killing of 
local councillor Jose Ignacio 
Iruretagoyena — the third 
such attack on a politician 
from Spain’s ruling Popular 
Party in the last seven 
months. 

They also coincided with 
reports from police in the 
northern Basque town of 
Bilbao of five fire-bomb 
attacks in the region. ■ 

In one of the attacks. 30 
youths wearing balaclavas 
threw Molotov 'cocktails on 
to a patrolling police car in 
the town of Guernica. The 
two officers abandoned their 
car and escaped, one of them 
with bums to his hand and 

leg- 

The police blamed the 
attack on ETA sympathiser. 

Hours earlier in the nearby 
town of Andoain, a car 
belonging to a local council- 
lor with the Basque 
Nationalist Party was doused 
in fuel and set alight. Two 
nearby vehicles were also 
damaged by the flames. 

The police also said three 
separate attacks had taken 
place against bank teller 
windows, one in Guernica, 
one in San Sebastian and one 
in Pasajes de San Pedro. In 
the latter two cases, automat- 
ic cash machines were 
destroyed. 


Zambian president warns neighbours 
not to interfere over Kaunda detention 


LUSAKA. Zambia (API — 
Zambian President 

Frederick Chiluba warned 
his country’s neighbours 
not to interfere after former 
President Kenneth Kaunda 
was formally charged with 
plotting a coup. 

The charges were brought 
Saturday under internation- 
al pressure to either charge 
or release Mr. Kaunda. 73. 
who was arrested Christmas 
day. 

Mr. Kaunda was trans- 
ferred from jail to house 
arrest Dec. 31 after protests 
from South Africa's 
President Nelson Mandela. 
Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe and 
Tanzanian leader Julius 
Nyerere. 


“Although Zambia is keen 
to promote friendly rela- 
tions with neighbouring 
countries, interference in its 
internal affairs will not be 
tolerated," Mr. Chiluba told 
members of his ruling 
Movement for Multi-Party 
Democracy at Saturday's 
launch of a party fund rais- 
ing drive here. 

Mr. Kaunda's Lusaka 
home has been sealed off 
with barricades by paramili- 
tary police, his phone has 
been cut off and he has been 
banned from political activ- 
ities and contacts with the 
media. 

Further hearings are due 
Monday in Lusaka's High 
Court on Mr. Kaunda’s plea 
for a habeas corpus writ that 


would order his release. 

The charges against Mr. 
Kaunda are that he and fel- 
low opposition leaders 
Dean Mung'omba. detained 
in October, and Roger 
Chongwe, now in self- 
imposed exile in Australia, 
sponsored the foiled coup 
on-Oct.28.- ■■■ 

Soldiers planned to rule 
for three months, then hand 
power to a civilian coalition 
headed by the three, the 
documents allege. 

Mr. Chiluba ousted Mr. 
Kaunda in the nation's first 
multi-party elections in 
1991. Mr. Kaunda led 
Zambia to independence 
from Britain and ruled vir- 
tually unchallenged for 27 
years. 


Ousted for insanity, Bucaram to 
run again for Ecuador’s presidency 


PANAMA CITY (AFP) — 
Exiled former Ecuadorian 
President Abdola Bucaram, 
ousted from office last year 
for insanity, was chosen here 
to run for upcoming presi- 
dential elections by members 
of his political party. 

Some 120 members of 
Bucaram 's Populist 

Roldosista Party (PRE) held 
a convention at a hotel here 
Saturday to choose the for- 
mer president as their candi- 
date for the May elections. 

In February 1997 
Ecuador's parliament 

replaced Mr. Bucaram with 
Fabian Alarcon after declar- 
ing the former mentally unfit 
to hold office. Mr. Bucaram. 
elected in August 1996. fled 
to Panama. 

He was sentenced in absen- 
tia earlier this week by 


Ecuador’s Supreme Court to 
two years in jail for slander- 
ing an ex-deputy and a for- 
mer presidential candidate. 

Mr. Bucaram insists he is 
innocent, and that the accu- 
sations are politically moti- 
vated. 

However the former presi- 
dent. who enjoys his nick- 
name of “E! Loco" (the mad- 
man). also faces 56 other 
legal charges, including illic- 
it enrichment and abuse of 
power. 

Now that Mr. Bucaram has 
been sentenced to prison, 
under Ecuador's new consti- 
tution he is forbidden from 
holding public office. 

Mr. Bucaram still consid- 
ers himself the legitimate 
president, insisting that he 
was ousted by a coup last 
year. 


"If Bucaram is crazy and 
has no popular support, as 
my adversaries claim." Mr. 
Bucaram said earlier in the 
week, "then they have noth- 
ing to fear." 

Supreme Court President 
Hector Romero said Mr. 
Bucaram broke the law when 
he charged former legislator 
Alexandra Vela and former 
presidential candidate Jaime 
Nebot with corruption. 

Mr. Bucaram had accused 
Mr. Vela of stealing classi- 
fied documents concerning a 
1981 plane crash that killed 
then -Ecuadorian President 
Jaime Roldos. 

Mr. Bucaram said Nebot 
stole $5 million from a high- 
way construction project in 
the Pacific port of Guayaquil 
while he was governor there. 


Indians get together, just for a laugh 


BOMBAY (AFP) — More 
than 7,000 Indian met in 
Bombay Sunday — just for a 
laugh. 

Members of more than u 
hundred “laughter clubs" 
from across the country 
marked World Laughter Day 
with a 15-minute guffaw at 
the centre of the capital of the 
western state of Maharashtra. 

The session was followed 
up by “singing and having 
furi\ organiser Madan 
Katana said. 

Dr. Katana, a doctor and 
the editor of a health maga- 
zine, became interested In the 
therapeutic properties of 
laughter two years ago and 
invited four sceptical friends 
to test out the idea in a local 


park. 

“We began by standing in a 
circle and inviting one of us 
lo tell a joke. This went on 
well for 15 days, but after that 
the stock of clean jokes ran 
out. 

“Finally we decided to ban 
jokes and said we would 
laugh without them. The best 
way is to look at each other’s 
faces and laugh." 

There are 47 laughter clubs 
in Bombay and 107 in India. 

Dr. Katana adds: “Laughter 
opens you up, makes you 
socialise, reduces depression 
and stress levels, makes your 
ego work positively for you 
and relaxes you. 

“Laughter exercises your 
throat. stomach, face. 


diaphragm, stabilises your 
blood pressure and also 
strengthens your immune 
system.” 

He says most sessions are 
held early in the morning, run 
by an anchor person, and 
involve breathing exercises. 

Dr. Katana lists several 
kinds of laughter. “Tliere is 
the big or hearty laughter, the 
silent laughter with the 
mouth wide open, the hum- 
ming laughter with lips 
closed, the medium laughter 
or dancing laughter or ‘cock- 
tail’ laughter." 

Dr. Katana adds: "Our 
commitment is to laugh and 
not to fall sick. Life is too 
short let us laugh, forgive 
and forget, live and let live. 


State of 

emergency 

declared in 

flood-hit 

Australian 

state 


BRISBANE, Australia 
(AFP) — Lip to 20 people 
were reported missing and 
hundreds of homes flood- 
ed Suaday after torrential 
rain devastated a city in 
Australia's Queensland 
state, prompting the gov- 
ernment to declare a state 
of emergency. 

More than 55 centime- 
tres of rain fell in 24 
hours in the worst-hit area 
of Townsville in north- 
eastern Australia with 
another 10 centimetres 
forecast overnight. The 
rain that fell in one day is 
equivalent to half of the 
city’s average annual rain- 
fall. 

“It's a major disaster. 
People are missing and 
there's considerable dam- 
age," said Queensland 
Premier Rob Borbidge, 
adding that damage ran 
into millions of dollars. 

State Emergency 

Services executive direc- 
tor Daryl Powell told 
reporters at least three 
people were confirmed 
missing, “but we have 
reports" that there may be 
many more." Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
radio said as many as 20 
were unaccounted for. 

One of those missing 
was a man in a wheelchair 
believed washed out of his 
car and down a stormwa- 
ter drain. Another man 
miraculously survived 
unscathed after being 
swept six -kilometres 
through a stormwater 
! .drain. 

* “Townsville is in an 
absolute mess," Mr. 

‘PoweH’said. 

The flooding caused 
landslides and rockfalis 
and cut road and rail 
links. 

It was the highest 
recorded downpour in the 
city’s history and repre- 
sented half its normal 
annual rainfall. 

More than 20.000 peo- 
ple were without electrici- 
ty while other services, 
including water and 
telecommunications, had 
also been affected. On 
nearby Magnetic Island, 
an entire wring of an inter- 
national resort was dam- 
aged by a rockslide and 
evacuated. People in low- 
lying areas around the 
city were airlifted to safe- 
ly by helicopter. 

A state of disaster decla- 
ration automatically trig- 
gers state or joint stale- 
federal emergency relief 
funding. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Tim Fischer, standing in 
for a holidaying John 
Howard, said the govern- 
ment had activated the 
armed forces to assist. 

The flood situation was 

likely to be exacerbated 

later Sunday when a mas- 
sive tide of nearly four 
metres was expected, 
weather bureau forecaster 
Gaving Holcombe said. 

‘The effect of the tide 
will be to stop floodwa- 
ters running off into the 
sea, as well as causing 
extensive salination of 
freshwater areas," he said. 

He said the tropical low 
generating the rain, the 
remnants of former tropi- 
cal cyclone Sid. was now 
stationary to the north- 
west of Townsville, ft was 
expected to dump another 
100 millimetres of rain on 
the area later Sunday. 

The effects of the low 
were being felt the length 
of the Queensland coast. 
Many beaches on the 
Sunshine and Gold coasts 
remained closed for a sec- 
ond day because of moun- 
tainous. churning sun 
cresting at up to 2.5 
metres. 

Meanwhile, in Victoria 
state a search resumed 
Sunday for two teenage 
sisters swept away by 
huge surf Friday. The 
girls' two young cousins, 
aged four and seven, died. 
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Rajiv Gandhi’s widow denies PM 
ambitions, launches polls campaign 



Sonia Gandhi waves in front of a poster of her husband 
the former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at a 
mammoth crowd at Sriperumbudur (Reuters photo) 


SRJPERIIMBUDUR. India 
iAFP) — The widow of 
former Indian Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi denied here 
Sunday she held prime 
ministerial ambitions as she 
launched her debut election 
campaign at the site of her 
husband’s 1991 assassina- 
tion. 

Sonia Gandhi, surround- 
ed by hundreds of armed 
police and security com- 
mandos, told around 

20.000 supporters she did 
not want to become prime 
minister. 

The I tali an -bom 51-year- 
old said, however, that she 
had been persuaded to cam- 
paign on behalf of her hus- 
band’s once -dominant Con- 
gress party because of the 
threat of India fragmenting 
aloug religious lines. 

■“1 am here not to seek 
political office or position 
but to share my concern 
over the country’s future.” 
she said. 

“We do not want our soci- 
ety to be broken into frag- 
ments. A vote for Congress 
is a vote for Rajiv’s vision 
of India.’’ 

Though she preferred to 
remain a private person fol- 
lowing the killing of Rajiv 
Gandhi by a suicide 
bomber in 1991. “the time 
has come when 1 feel com- 
pelled to step forward and 
put aside my personal incli- 
nation.” 

General elections are due 
to be held between Feb. 16 
and March 7 after the col- 
lapse of a minority coali- 
tion in November. 

The Congress is hoping 
to exploit the Gandhi name 
and return to power after 
being voted out of office in 
1996. 

Most analysts, however, 
are forecasting a hung par- 
liament, with the Hindu 
nationalists consolidating 
their position as India’s- 
largest party. 

Sonia Gandhi began her 
visit by retracing her hus- 
band's Final steps and lay- 


ing jasmine flowers before 
His memorial, a gluss pavil- 
ion containing a picture of 
him and an oil lamp. 

She made her speech 
from a nearby platform 
inside a school ground after 
the area had been cordoned 
off and combed by amiv 
explosives experts. 

Wearing an orange and 
green sari and speaking in 
English, she told an enthu- 
siastic, banner- waving 
audience: “Today I stand, 
surrounded by security, at a 
place where he stood, fac- 
ing his assassins valiantly, 
alone and unprotected. 

’’Millions and millions of 
our countrymen looked at 
him as a great leader. We 
saw him as a man of 
courage and a leader of 
compassion and wisdom. 
He will always be remem- 
bered as a true and noble 
son of India. 

“I grieve for him. Today, 
the India of his dreams is 
being increasingly threat- 
ened/’ 

The Congress has lost 
support steadily since the 
1980s after ruling India for 
around four decades under 
the Nehru-Gandhi family. It 
is projecting Sonia Gandhi 
as its figurehead, with its 
real leaders being left off 
campaign posters. 

In a clear reference to the 
Hindu nationalists, whom 
the Congress accuse of sec- 
tarianism. she anacked 
those “whose only interest 
is to grab power at any cost 
.... in the name of religion, 
caste and region. 

“The Congress is the only 
parry truly representing all 
the people across the coun- 
try.’’ 

Accompanied by her 
daughter Priyanka. she 
added in a 15-minute 
speech — peppered with a 
few Tamil phrases which 
raised huge applause and 
chants of “Long live Sonia 
Gandhi” — that she was 
“conscious of the short- 
comings” of the Congress. 


But she said she believed 
that “under the right leader- 
ship it can give India what 
it needs — a stable govern- 
ment." 

Refuting Hindu national- 
ist jibes that she was a for- 
eigner. the widow, who 
married in 1 968 and 
became an Indian citizen in 
19S6. added: “1 became a 
part of India 30 years ago 
when I entered Indira 
Gandhi's home as the wife 
of her elder son. 

“My commitment to our 
people and the country is 
unwavering and absolute.” 

She also made the Indian 
traditional greeting of 


“nuniasie". with palms 
joined, to the crowd .several 
times. 

Congress officials later 
claimed 100.000 people 
hud attended the rally. 
Police put the figure at 
20,000. 

Rajiv Gandhi’s assassina- 
tion by suspected Sri 
Lankan Tamil separatists 
indirectly triggered the cur- 
rent elections. 

Congress toppled the pre- 
vious minority coalition 
after it refused" to expel a 
member puny accused of 
having links w ith the sepa- 
ratists^ blamed for the mur- 
der. 


Kashmir rebel leader urges U.S. intervention 


SRINAGAR, Ipdia (AFP) 
— A top Kashmiri sepa- 
ratist leader Sunday urged 
the United States to press 
India and Pakistan to hold 
“serious" talks on the dis- 
puted stale. 

Shabir Shah told a visit- 
ing U.S. congressional del- 
egation that President Bill 
Clinton should rake up the 
issue when he visits the 
Indian subcontinent later 
this year. 

Mr. Shah, who has spent 
30 of his 44 years in Indian 


prisons and wants full inde- 
pendence for the region, 
said Mr. Clinton should put 
pressure on “the two war- 
ring countries. 

“Once the positive dia- 
logue take off, the Kash- 
miri representatives should 
be asked to join in at a later 
stage to find a solution." 

India and Pakistan, which 
both administer parts of 
Kashmir, have fought two 
of their three wars over the 
northern province. 

Pakistan wants a U.N.- 


sponsored referendum to 
determine its future. 

India, however, is flatly 
opposed to what it terms 
“external interference” on 
Kashmir. 

It argues the state is an 
“integral" pan of India. 
More than 20.000 people 
have died in Indian Kash- 
mir in Muslim separatist 
violence since 1989. 

Mr. Shah held 90-minute 
talks with the five U.S. offi- 
cials. 

Kashmir held state polls 


for the first lime in nine 
years in 1996 after the end 
of direct federal rule from 
New Delhi. National elec- 
tions are due next month. 

Mr. Shah said: “Here in 
Kashmir the problem is not 
forming the government 
but the future status of the 
state. Elections cannot 
serve any purpose. 

“If elections are to be 
held to see if people are 
with us (separatists) we are 
ready. But let the world 
monitor the polls.” 


24 Shiite Muslims slaughtered 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AP> — 
Shiite Muslim worshipers 
were kneeling in prayer before 
the white marble grave of their 
leader Sunday when two gun- 
men buret into the graveyard 
and opened fire. 

People scrambled for cover. 

Small children hid them- 
selves behind the graves. 
Some covered themselves in 
the colourful chadors or 
shrouds that are traditionally 
draped over graves. People 
screamed and people who sur- 
vived said they heard others 
begging the gunmen to stop. 

“Bui they just kepr firing. 
We ran. but there was 
nowhere to go,” said 
Mohammed Raza. who was 
wounded in the Moody 
slaughter at the Momin Pura 
graveyard for Shiite Muslims. 

When the shooting ended 
dozens of dead and w ounded 
lay on the ground. 

An infant and an old woman 
were among the victims. 

“They didn't stop firing. I 
don't know how long it lasted, 
but it seemed for a very long 
time. When they were finished 


they got on their motorcycle 
and drove out," Mr. Raza said. 

The prayer leader. Alluma 
Aktar Abbas Najvi, was about 
to distribute copies of the 
Muslim holy book, the Koran, 
but first he "issued a warning: 
“We must be very cautious. 
We are not safe here in Pak- 
istan.” 

“He said ‘we’re not safe’ 
and it was then that the gun- 
men came in and started 
shooting." Mr. Raza recalled. 

The worshipers had gath- 
ered to pay tribute to Shiite 
leader ’ and teacher. 
Mohammed Hussein Rizwan. 
who had died two years earli- 
er. 

Worshipers who had sur- 
vived the carnage hurried out 
of the graveyard stopping cars, 
motorised rickshaws and 
motorcyclists pleading with 
them to help. 

They grabbed the wounded 
and rushed them to the nearest 
hospital where an appeal went 
out for blood. Ten of the 
wounded were small children, 
between 5 and 10 years old. 

Other witnesses in the area 


said two men in a jeep stood 
guard outside while the two 
men on motorcycles went into 
the graveyard to bunch the 
attack. 

Meanwhile, police were 
deployed at mosques through- 
out Pakistan Sunday follow- 
ing the slaughter of 24 Shiite 
Muslim worshipers in eastern 
Punjab. 

In the federal capital of 
Islamabad, not far from the 
country's laigest Faisl 
Mosque, policemen set up 
roadblocks, stopped vehicles 
and searched for weapons. 

In the eastern Punjab capital 
of Lahore, where the massacre 
occurred, proxincial Chief 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif 
called an emergency meeting 
of his law enforcement offi- 
cers. 

In the southern port city of 
Karachi, home to 14 million 
people and the scene of sever- 
al sectarian clashes, additional 
security troops have been 
deployed. 

In Karachi's old city where 
there is a large Shiite Muslim 
population. paramilitary 


rangers have been deployed to 
provide additional security. 

Throughout the country the 
police took out their automat- 
ic rifles to patrol their regions. 

“Even in remote ureas we 
have told the police to be on 
the alert and step up patrol." 
said a police official in 
Lahore, on condition dial his 
name nor be used. 

Sectarian bloodletting over 
the past one year has left as 
many as 300 people dead 
throughout Pakistan. Most of 
the dashes have been between 
militant members of the coun- 
try’s rival Sunni and Shiite 
Muslim groups. 

While most Pakistanis are 
Sunni Muslims, they routinely 
gel along with their Shiite 
brethren, h is only the lew 
who belong to militant sectar- 
ian groups that clash in Pak- 
istan. 

The government has passed 
a strict anti-terrorist laws, 
which gives the police sweep- 
ing powers of urresr and 
detention. 


Thousands in shelters as winter storm 


U.S., eastern Canada 


pummels 

MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Thousands of people in east- 
ern Canada and the northeast- 
ern states of America huddled 
in emergency shelters early 
Sunday as they prepared to 
face another day of a deadly 
winter storm that has resulted 
in widespread power outages. 

The storm has ravaged the 
region since Monday, top- 
pling trees and power pylons. 
Eleven deaths are blamed on 
the storm in Canada, and at 
least four in the United 
States. 

Some 1.2 million homes in 
Quebec — 40 per cent of the 
province's population — 
were without electricity and 
for the most pan heat Satur- 
day. 

Snow and freezing rain also 
hit northeastern U.S. states, 
cutting power to nearly 

500.000 inhabitants of New 
Hampshire, Maine and Ver- 
mont. 

Over the past few days as 
much as four inches of ice 
have accumulated, bringing 
down power lines and dam- 
aging millions of trees, 
w eather forecasters said. 

In Quebec alone some 

30.000 people were spending 
the night at 273 emergency 
shelters throughout the 
province. 

The American Red Cross 
said J ,290 people were being 
put up in 44 shelters. More 


than 5.000 people also lost 
their telephone service in 
New York state due to the 
storm. 

In Maine 155.000 homes 
were without electricity, 
according to the U.S. Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency. More than 700 peo- 
ple had taken reftige in 31 
shelters, the Red Cross said. 

Hydro-Quebec president 
Andre Caille said thai 
branches and trees felled at 
least 60 power pylons. Many 
could not be repaired and 
would have to be replaced, he 
said. 

Scores of Canadians have 
suffered broken bones from 
falling branches, and carbon 
monoxide poisoning from 
space heaters. 

The weather was so bad 


that Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien delayed his 
scheduled departure for a 
four-nation Latin .American 
tour. 

Mr. Chretien had already- 
postponed his departure by 
one day to Sunday because of 
the foul weather, and did not 
specify when he would leave. 

Across the border in New 
York state. Governor George 
Pataki said President Bill 
Clinton had granted his 
request to declare a federal 
state of emergency in five 
winter storm-hit northern 
counties. 

“We are dedicating every 
resource possible to help the 
people of the (state’s) North 
Country, but it is clear we 
need federal assistance to 
respond to a disaster that far 


surpasses anything we have 
ever seen.” Mr. Pataki said in 
a statement. 

Montreal's metro system 
briefly shut down and many 
businesses were forced to 
close. 

Quebec Premier Lucien 
Bouchard asked the federal 
government to send in 3.000 
ntore soldiers to help the 
technical teams of Hydro- 
Quebec and rescue workers 
tending to residents who lost 
electrical service. 

About 2.000 soldiers were 
deployed Friday to help 
restore electricity- and staff 
emergency shelters in areas 
of southern Quebec. 

Weather forecasters said die 
temperature was expected to 
drop to minus seven degrees 
Celsius overnight Saturday 
and could dip to minus 17 
Celsius Monday night. 

More than 60 millimetres 
of freezing rain has fallen on 
the region since Monday. 

The situation was marginal- 
ly bener in neighbouring 
Ontario, where 80.000 house- 
holds were without power, 
while 25.000 homes suffered 
the same fate in the maritime 
provinces. Insurance compa- 
ny officials estimated the 
damage from ihe storm at 
some 500 million Canadian 
dollars ($350 million), mak- 
ing it the most costly narural 
disaster in Canadian history. 


Canadian weather pulls the 
plug on Sri Lanka Internet users 

COLOMBO (AFP) — The deadly winter storms that 
brought widespread power cuts in Canada have hit Internet 
users as far away as sunny Sri Lanka, a service provider 
here said Sunday. 

Electroteks Network Services telephoned subscribers 
apologising for the service interruption, saying their main 
server in Canada had been hit by the power outages since 
Friday. 

However, by Sunday evening the service was restored, a 
subscriber said. Thousands of computer users in Sri Lanka 
were unable to access the Internet or e-mail for nearly 
three days since the storms lashed Canada. 


Four poor Asian children win 
millions in paternity claim 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Four impoverished 
Asian children will get $90 
million each from the estate 
of a Jare U.S. millionaire in 
a paternity claim settle- 
ment, the" San Francisco 
Examiner reported Sunday. 

Larry Hiflblom, founder 
of DHL Worldwide 
Express, fathered the chil- 
dren in his search for sex 
with virgin teenagers in the 
Philippines. Vietnam, and 
the island of Palau, the 
newspaper reported. 

Eight women began law- 
suits against Hiflblom ’s 
estate after he died in an 
aeroplane crash in 1995. 


Trustees at first denied that 
Hiflblom was the father. 

The women all held that 
when they were teenagers 
they met Hiflblom at a bar, 
became pregnant after an 
affair, and were then aban- 
doned. 

Hiflblom had been living 
on the island of Saipan 
since the early 1980s. 
though he remained an 
important player in the vast 
courier company. 

Private DNA tests showed 
that four of the claims were 
legitimate. Hiflblom 

fathered two young Filipino 
girls, a Vietnamese boy. and 
a Palauan teenager, the 


newspaper reported. 

Hiflblom had willed his 
fortune to the University of 
California at San Francisco 
medical school and had no 
provisions for any children. 

But U.S. rules that apply 
to Saipan state that illegiti- 
mate children can share the 
wealth of a late parent 
unless they are specifically 
written out of the will. 

According to court 
records cited by the news- 
paper Hiflblom had women 
on his payroll who were in 
charge of securing virgins 
for him in Philippine bars 
and go-go clubs. 


Thai woman escapes sex kidnappers 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A 20- 
year-old woman drugged and 
kidnapped in northern Thai- 
land escaped from her abduc- 
tors in a notorious sex resort 
southeast of Bangkok, reports 
said Sunday. 

The university student said 
she was waiting for a bus to 
her university in Chiang Mai 
when she was grabbed from 
behind and forced to breathe a 
“strong-smelling substance”, 
the Nation daily reported. 

The woman said the next 
thing she knew she was in a 


van with five unconscious 
women aged from 1 5 to 20. 

The report said she eventu- 
ally escaped after one of the 
drivers opened the van door to 
check on the women. While 
he urinated at the roadside the 
university student. Areeya 
Withayajan, pushed him aside 
and ran. 

When Areeva finally 
stopped she realised she was 
in the Royal Garden shopping 
mall in the beach resort of 
Pattaya. She called her par- 
ents, who alerted the police. 


Police told the Nation there 
were more than 100 brothels 
in Pattaya. which has been 
trying to clean up its tarnished 
image during the "Amazing 
Thailand" tourist promotion. 

Police said they were look- 
ing for the other women and 
tracking down the kidnap- 
pers, some of whom spoke in 
the dialect of southern Thai- 
land. 

Prosdtution is a thriving 
business in Thailand even 
though it is officially illegal. 
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Making 

or breaking peace 

CAIRO'S WARNING to Israel to reconsider its 
position before it is too late reflects an overall Arab 
position that is a direct result of continued Israeli 
intransigence. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
on Saturday called for an Arab meeting to discuss 
what to do in case the peace process collapsed. In 
essence, Cairo is proposing a return to the resolu- 
tions of the 1996 Arab summit in case the hoped for 
intervention of President Bill Clinton fails. The oper- 
ative part of the 1996 summit linked continued nor- 
malisation with Israel to the extent that Israel 
demonstrates its willingness to abide by past agree- 
ments especially the Madrid formula that stipulates 
the trading of land-for-peace on the basis of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

In actual terms the fallout from a collapse in the 
peace process would certainly go beyond the nor- 
malisation process, itself already frozen, and may 
indeed push the entire region into a new climate of 
hostility. That is why all eyes are now focused on the 
Clinton’s talks with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
later this month in Washington. This awesome 
responsibility being placed on the shoulders of 
President Clinton is indeed an historic one and 
could very well become a milestone In the annals of 
the entire peace process. Arab and many Israeli lead- 
ers wish that President Clinton could pull off a deal 
between the Palestinians and Israelis since be has all 
the necessary tools to attain that objective. Any pres- 
sure that he may apply on Netanyahu would find 
support from all Arabs, at least half of the Israeli 
people and most of the American Jewish community. 

The Clinton administration need not operate in a 
vacuum. There are already in place key guidelines 
for it to conduct Its diplomacy. In a letter to Arafat, 
the former U.S. secretary of state, Warren 
Christopher, formally guaranteed three specific 
Israeli pullouts from the Palestinian territories, the 
first on March 7. 1997. the second on Sept 7, 1997 
and the third on March 7, 1998. The U.S. envoy to 
the Middle East Dennis Ross has confirmed recent- 
ly to the Palestinian side that his government is still 
committed to Christopher's pledge. 

That should make the mission of President Clinton 
simple and straightforward. What we are talking 
about here is not only the Israeli undertakings and 
the urgent need to have them implemented but also 
Washington's own commitments to the process and 
its credibility among the parties. All that President 
Clinton needs to do now is to make Israel heed these 
commitments. Should Washington fail in this 
endeavour and fall into the Israeli trap of renegoti- 
ating everything that was already agreed upon, then 
what Cairo and other Arab capitals are sounding the 
alarm about could be just around the corner. 
Perhaps Netanyahu feels that his country is too 
strong militarily to take seriously the Arab threats 
and would prefer to put a higher premium on the 
acquisition of territory to make his country as wide 
and long as Iiis hard-line supporters would wish it to 
be. If so, then the peace regime and the culture of 
peace that many have been trying desperately to cul- 
tivate and nurture would go dow’n the drain and the 
opportunity lost for many generations to come. The 
stakes are therefore high. The Washington talks will 
either push the peace process forward or leave It lin- 
gering and awaiting its inevitable death. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab A1 Yawm's Saleh Qaliab Sunday said that with U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross’ failed mission to the Middle East, eyes 
will be focused on Washington where President Clinton is set 
ru meet Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat for a last ditch effort at 
breaking the deadlock in the peace negotiations. The criteria 
for Ross's failure or success in his mission clearly depends on 
Netanyahu’s behaviour and the extent to which Washington 
can exert pressure on the Israeli government to abide by the 
peace accords. Qaliab said. Had Ross succeeded in convinc- 
ing Netanyahu of the need to comply with the Oslo accords 
and die redeployment of Israeli troops in the occupied lands, 
there would have been no need for the Washington meeting, 
he said. In his talks with the Palestinians. Ross has reported- 
ly said that Washington is insisting that the Israelis carry out 
two redeployment stages and that the U.S. will not allow the 
peace process to be ruined, the writer said. In light of these 
remarks he said, one con expect Ross to submit a report to the 
U.S. president summing up the outcome of his mission and 
recommending serious action to bring about the aspired 
peace. 

Al Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud demanded that the Lower 
House of Parliament examine the Tenants and Landlords 
Law 1 , which, he said, is obsolete and which has been the cause 
of prohlems between owners of homes and tenants. The cir- 
cumstances which existed when the present law was intro- 
duced have disappeared now. and the fact that the prices of 
almost everything has increased while rent charges remain 
die same calls for an examination of this law which tends to 
protect the tenants who pay very little rent, barely sufficient 
to enable the landlords to pay the taxes on these rented 
homes, said the writer. A new equitable Jaw for both the land- 
lords and tenants would protect both parties and prevent land- 
lords from chaining exorbitant rental fees or blackmail their 
tenants, he said. 
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After Arafat, one day 


The Palestinians' leader is as 
mentally sharp as ever, still 
working a 16-hour day. But 
people are beginning to wonder 
about the succession 

YASSER ARAFAT, aged 68. 
takes good care of his health: he 
has a medical check-up most 
days. But at recent public appear- 
ances. he has looked pale, tremu- 
lous and exhausted. This has set 
rolling a great wave of specula- 
tion about the Palestinian 
leader's possible successors. 

Nothing but Israeli gossip, 
designed to divert attention from 
the travails of the Netanyahu 
government, say Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
spokesmen dismissively. Maybe, 
but the succession question raises 
genuine problems. Who is there 
to replace Mr. Arafat? The old 
despot holds two posts: In 1969 
be was appointed chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO): in 1996 he was elected 
rais, or president, of the PNA. 

According to the PNA's Basic 
Law, the presidential successor 
would be the current speaker of 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council (PLC), Ahmad Qoureia 
— who is also known as Abu Ala. 
But the law has yet to be ratified 
by Mr. Arafat (some say precise- 
ly because it contains this 
clause). And although Mr. 
Qoureia , an economist, is one of 
the PLO's historic leaders, he 
does not have much of a political 
base in the West Bank or Gaza. 

Moreover, Mr. Arafat's authori- 
ty derives at least as much from 
being the PLO’s chairman as 
from being the PNA's president. 
Leadership, of the PLO entitles 
him, theoretically, to represent 
Palestinians “wherever they may 
be”; the PNA's presidency is 
restricted to Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. This organ- 
isational division between the 
“outside” PLO and the “inside" 
PNA affects the rival contenders 
for Mr. Arafat's throne. Should 


he depart the scene soon, the men 
who came in from outside would 
still have the stronger hand. But. 
were the date put off, the scales 
would tip in favour of younger 
men from the occupied territo- 
ries. 

Of the outsiders, the most like- 
ly immediate successor would be 
the PLO's chief negotiator and 
head of international relations. 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen). A 
founder member of Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh movement, Mr. Abbas rose 
to prominence for his part in the 
secret PLO-Israeli negotiations 
that led to the signing of the Oslo 
accords in September 1993. He is 
on good terms with Israel's oppo- 
sition Labour Party, and also with 
Israel’s security forces. He gets 
on well with the Americans, who 
deal with him as Mr. Arafat's de 
facto deputy. Because of these 
ties, he is disliked by many fel- 
low-members in Fateh, and thor- 
oughly distrusted by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, who remember his 
threat to demolish their organisa- 
tions after the Islamist suicide 
attacks in Israel in 1996. 

Mr. Abbas has the support of 
the PNA’s two powerful military 
chiefs, Jibril Rajoub and 
Mohammad D ah lan. who com- 
mand the Preventive Security 
Force (the Palestinians are not 
allowed an army) in the West 
Bank and Gaza respectively. The 
authority of the two colonels 
comes not only from the number 
of men they command, running 
into several thousand, but also 
from the force’s political compo- 
sition. Recruited almost exclu- 
sively from the occupied territo- 
ries, the force is made up mostly 
of young Fateh “Fighters,” who 
won their spurs during the 
Palestinian intifada (uprising). 

Colonels Rajoub and Dahlan. 
who might one day be contenders 
for the leadership themselves, are 
cut from the same cloth. Both 
have credible histories of resist- 
ing Israel before they took on 
their present jobs of being “secu- 


rity coordinators" with Israel. 
Their tough stance on Hamas has 
won them esteem from Israel's 
Shin Bet intelligence service (if 
not from the Likud government) 
and. increasingly, from 
America’s CIA, which now sits 
in on security meetings between 
the two sides. 

These names assume a succes- 
sion battle based on military 
authority and Israeli-American 
patronage. The alternative would 
be a leader elected through 
democratic institutions. The 
Palestinians' one taste of democ- 
racy was in January 1996, when 
they elected the PLC. Many 
younger insiders hope for more 
of the same. 

The best known insider is 
Faisal Husseini. the PLO's head 
of Jerusalem affairs. Mr. 
Husseini is respected and has 
strong ties with the Palestinians' 
traditional ruling and business 
classes. But he does not have 
much appeal to people living in 
camps or ex-prisoners or stu- 
dents. They tend to identify with 
younger Fateh leaders, such as 
Marwan Barghouti, the party's 
genera! secretary In the West 
Bank. 

Politically- minded West 

Bankers and Gazans are familiar, 
from observing Israel, with the 
workings of democracy. For them 
the question is less who will 
replace Mr. Arafat than how he 
will be replaced. “In the past. 
Fateh earned its right to lead the 
national movement through the 
military struggle of its fighters,” 
says Mr. Barghouti. “Now that 
we have a national authority on 
Palestinian soil, we must earn 
our legitimacy from the democra- 
tic choice of the people.” But the 
institutions for that “democratic 
choice" are still weak. For this 
reason, among others, many 
Palestinians wish Mr. Arafat a 
long and healthy life. 

The Economist 
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U.S. to enforce new ‘discriminatory’ 
screening of airline passengers 


By Ray Hanania 

AFTER MORE than S 
years, the United States 
government has finally 
unveiled its plan to counter 
the terrorist threat 
against” America. 
Although they won't 
release the details of the 
plan, asserting the need for 
security, it pretty much 
comes down to one simple 
procedure: Passengers who 
"look Arab" will be 
stopped. Those who do not. 
might be randomly 
searched. 

The new policy, which 
takes affect this year, 
requires people who have 
Middle Eastern “looks” or 
whose travel patterns 
include Middle Eastern 
countries, to be taken aside 
at airports for an extensive 
search of their personal 
possessions, carry-on items 
and luggage. 

A special computer will 
analyse information on 
passengers and identify 
those that need “special 
attention" at airports. 
Millions of dollars have 


been spent on devising this 
plan, which advocates 
claim will stem the tide of 
airline terrorism. 

The practice of profiling 
will augment technological 
safeguards that already 
have been installed nt air- 
pons, including the instal- 
lation of 54 high-tech 
bomb delectors and 220 
trace explosive detectors. 
Additionally, some 23S 
bomb-sniffing dogs will 
monitor passenger move- 
ments at U.S. airports by 
the end of this year. 

Still, the Federal Aviation 
Administration and a spe- 
cial U.S. Commission ou 
Terrorism feels that it 
needs something more. 

Why profile passengers? 

Most non-Middle Eastern 
Americans would not be 
encumbered by the profil- 
ing hassles. And, since 
most Middle Eastern 
Americans don't veto, who 
cares if the burden of ter- 
rorism falls on their shoul- 
ders? 

Reasoned arguments 
against profiling continue 
to fall on deaf ears. 


The most notable is the 
Timothy McVeigh factor. 
McVeigh is the terrorist 
convicted of blowing up a 
federal office building in 
Oklahoma in April. 1996. 
Although the visceral reac- 
tion of the U.S. justice sys- 
tem was to roust dozens of 
Arab- looking passengers 
travelling out of Oklahoma 
that day, it was an accident 
cal encounter between an 
Oklahoma police officer 
who pulled over McVeigh’s 
car because it didn't have a 
proper licence, that resulted 
in McVeigh’s arrest when 
bomb- making materials 

and weapons were found in 
his car. 

Picking on the Arab is 
easy, in the United Slates. 
Certainly, it is easier than 
trying to disarm the hun- 
dreds of violent American 
militias that operate in the 
American hinterlands, or 
stripping them of their 
automatic weapons. 

And. the United States 
has to pick on someone, 
when its policies simply 
fail to achieve their goal of 
protecting Americans from 


the acts of terrorism. 

When government poli- 
cies fail, government, by its 
nature seeks out someone 
to blame, besides itself. 

The easiest target in 
America is the Arab, who 
lives in a disorganised cul- 
tural society fraught with 
internal political and social 
divisions, and an absence 
of qualified leaders. 

The Israelis have a word 
to describe the only option 
that we. as Arab 
Americans, have in the face 
of this obvious form of dis- 
crimination: It's called 

“kvctching." or the act of 
whining out loud to no one 
in particular. 

We. Arab Americans, live 
in a world where it is easier 
to criticise each other than 
it is to organise effectively 
and to speak out in support 
of constitutional rights that 
have been consistently 
stripped from us. 

So. get ready to set aside 
your dignity at U.S. air- 
ports. 

It’s ail that we Arab 
Americans have left to sur- 
render these days. 


Human Rights File 


Claiming the 
‘sovereign act’ 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS in Jordan had rest- 
ed their case on major policy decisions on the so- 
called “sovereign act." criterion. One can cite the 
decision to sever all legal and administrative 
relations with the West Bank, the revocation of 
citizenship rights of Jordanians who resided in 
the occupied territories, the release of Israeli 
agents implicated in the attempt on the life of a 
Hamas leader in Amman a few months ago as 
examples of this arbitrary use. Belatedly the 
same rationale was resorted to in an effort to 
silence the critics of the decision to take pan as 
an observer in the search and rescue exercises of 
the U.S. -Turkish and Israeli navies. 

This novel legal formulation has been “con- 
cocted” to put an end to any debate that may 
ensue over these and other issues. In other 
words, any time the government wants to avoid a 
thorough consideration of any particular policy 
decision, it reverts to the “sovereignly act," for- 
mula as a fall back position to nip in the bud any 
reconsideration of the decision. To be sure there 
are no precedents in international jurisprudence 
to this liberal application of the sovereignty 
argument. 1 dare say that even our own national 
jurisprudence does not lend support to this legal 
innovation. 

What the government probably has in mind 
when it takes a decision on the “sovereignty 
basis” is the exercise of a national political 
judgement of supreme importance that justifies 
any ensuing conflict with the law. In short, the 
executive branch seeks to render such decisions 
not justiciable. The latest example of the resort 
to the “sovereign act” basis was when we applied 
it to justify our taking part as an observer in the 
naval exercises of three foreign powers. It is hard 
to comprehend why the government felt obliged 
to resort to this shaky ground when in fact it did 
not have to in the first place. What prevents the 
government from taking a policy decision on 
whether to take part in a manoeuvre or not when 
it is a natural prerogative that all governments 
across the globe enjoy without having to impro- 
vise an elaborate and complex legal formulation 
for this purpose? States take such decisions all 
the time without the need to invent questionable 
legal pretexts. Whoever invented the sovereignty 
argument needs to reconsider it as a matter of 
principle. What adds insult to injury is the trend 
for our own judiciary to follow the same line of 
argument as if it is in fact an established princi- 
ple of law. 

The government in all its three branches would 
be better advised to reformulate new grounds for 
adopting its supreme national decisions. Suppose 
we say that taking such decisions is the execu- 
tive prerogative of the head of state, period. The 
draw back of this formulation, though, resls in 
the probability that it cannot automatically ren- 
der these decisions unjusticiable. There will 
come a time when we need to amend the 
Constitution in a bid to incorporate what we are 
trying to improvise in a roundabout way. Better 
still, we need judicial decisions by the highest 
courts of the land that would offer more solid 
legal grounds for taking such decisions in a man- 
ner that immunises them from any legal chal- 
lenge. 


LETTERS 


We ought to know better 


To the editor: 

ON A TOUR especially organised for the Friends 
of Archaeology in the magnificent desert of Wadi 
Rum Jed by Dr. Fawzi Zayadin to visit and learn 
more about the ancient inscriptions and their his- 
torical significance, our group was shocked and 
deeply saddened by the sight of very modern red, 
black and white spray-painted graffiti deliberate- 
ly splashed over the very ancient inscriptions and 
everywhere else for that matter. 

The FoA organises a camping trip to Wadi Rum 
each year, and each year we witness more deteri- 
oration and neglect to a place we consider highly 
fragile and sensitive. 

On this last trip also, one could not miss the 
amount of litter scattered all around by irrespon- 
sible campers and visitors who are only interested 
in having a picnic and maybe trying out their new 
4-wheel drive, but caring nothing for the environ- 
ment around them and expecting someone else to 
pick up their trash. 

Yesterday I was in Jerash and I noticed that one 
parliamentary candidate's name had been spray- 
painted on several ancient Roman columns on the 
main road. In my opinion this person should be 
jailed. Will the people of Jerash respect, let alone 
vote for someone who so obviously abuses not 
only public property but archaeological sites? 

Jordanians should not allow* these acts and 
should educate their children about the impor- 
tance of our historical, cultural and natural sites. 
It is our duty to protect our history and our envi- 
ronment and proudly pass it on to the next gener- 
ations. 

Raoa S. Naber, 
Friends of Archaeology 
Amman 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribu- 
tions from its readers on any issue they wish to tack- 
le. Letters intended for publication should contain 
the writer s full name and preferably address as 
well. Names can be withheld upon request but only 
under special circumstances . Letters are subject to 
editing and abridging. 
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By Anita Johns 
and Dipankar De Sarkar 

THIRUVAN.ANTHA PU RAM, 
llndiaJ/London — Experts, who hold up 
the Indian state of Kerala as a model for 
development driven by enlightened 
womcn-cenued policies, arc being told to 
hold their horses. 

Some worrying chinks arc showing in 
ihe Kerala armour. New research shows 
[hat, in spite of remarkable achievements 
in social development, the effects of eco- 
nomic reforms are leaving rural women 
worse off — just as in Sub-Saharan Africa 
and Latin America. 

Kerala — a coastal state on the southern 
rip of India — has for long figured among 
a handful of developing countries and 
provinces that are lauded by development 
agencies and experts for making strides in 
ihe areas of health, education and women's 
empowerment in the face of poverty. 

The U.N. Development Programme 
(UNDPJ. for instance, gushes in its annual 
report for 1996: ‘ With a population a* 
large as Canada's (30 million) and despite 
decades of low income and low-productiv- 
ity growth. Kerala has made human devel- 
opment gains that outstrip those of other 
Indian states and many developing coun- 
tries." The reasons for Kerala's progress, it 
continues, are all replicable: Mass literacy, 
agrarian reform, improvement in the status 
of socially and economically marginalised 
people and an enlightened attitude towards 
girls’ and women's education and status. 

But E.M.S. Namboodiripad* the veteran 
Indian communist leader who in Kerala in 
the 1950s headed the first democratically 
elected communist, government in the 
world, says: “Kerala is not an independent 
state. The advantages and disadvantages of 


the Kerala model cannot be separated from 
the Indian model which is such that the 
poor are getting poorer while a handful of 
rich arc getting richer.'* 

Research by academies at the University 
of Manchester in Britain says that the com- 
mercialisation of agriculture (moving 
away Irom food crops towards cash crops: 
as part of the economic reforms introduced 
in India in 1991 is impoverishing women 
in Kerala. It is reducing female labour in 
agriculture. And where they are still 
employed, women are paid less. At the 
same lime, cuts in government spending 
on the social sector threaten womens 
health, and even transfer some of these 
costs on to them by increasing their 
domestic duties. 

The study by Shobu and Thunkom G. 
Arun. both from Kerala, has important pol- 
icy implications for all developing coun- 
tries. It shows that women’s needs contin- 
ue to be ignored. And it shows that mere 
provision of nutrition, education pro- 
grammes and health services have little 
value if they do not take into account 
household food supply factors — things 
like employment, wage rales, food prices, 
family food allocation and land (enure sys- 
tems. 

Poverty in the 1990s has. increasingly, a 
female face. According to a U.N. publica- 
tion, “The World’s Women 1970-1990”, 
women everywhere are paid less than 
men. have less access to training and capi- 
tal than men, work longer hours than men 
and. in an economic crisis, arc hit harder 
than men. The International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development says in a report on 
rural poverty: “Constrained as they arc by 
interlinked sociocultural factors, macro- 
economic policies and development strate- 
gies, rural women are triply disadvan- 


taged." 

“The advantage of the Kerala model,” 
says Mr. Namboodiripad, “is that in the 
agricultural, small and collage industries 
sectors, it has a certain amount of elbow 
room particularly in the cunlext of the 
decentralisation of power to the panehay- 
aLs (village bodies) and urban bodies. At 
that level the government of Kerala can 
work out some programmes of develop- 
ment.” 

The panehayais are a form of local self- 
governance at village level. By organising 
regular elections, the panchayats have 
used their large electoral mandate to bring 
about large-scale land reforms which have 
not happened elsewhere in India. These 
land reforms have helped enrich margin- 
alised peasants which in turn has helped 
popularise the left wing parties and broad- 
en their power base. 

Mr. Namboodiripad adds: “This will not 
solve all the problems because the Indian 
government's economic policy impover- 
ishes the people. The source of disadvan- 
tage is the central policy while the source 
of advantage is the policy of the state gov- 
ernment.” 

Kerala occupies a unique place in the 
developing world, but particularly in 
South Asia, where the majority of the 
world's poorest people live. The stale lias a 
life expectancy of 69 years for men and 72 
for women compared to the national aver- 
age of 60.6 and 61.7: a male-female ratio 
of 1,036 women to 1,000 men (the nation- 
al figure is 927 women); an infant mortal- 
ity rate of 13 compared to India's 73; few 
births per family in a nation of nearly one 
billion people; and a high degree of litera- 
cy, particularly of girls and women. 

Bul the researchers say, the reasons for 
these healthy human indicators are histori- 


cal and political: Education and health for 
both boys and girls were encouraged by 
the erstwhile princely rulers and followed 
up by missionaries and socio-religious 
reform movements. In modem times, the 
state has been ruled by a coalition of left- 
wing political parties that has continued 
these programmes. 

The agricultural sector, it says, has suf- 
fered from neglect and commercialisation 
us more and more foreign exchange from 
oil-rich Gulf countries (semi-skilled and 
unskilled Keralite labour is much sought 
after there) has led to a boom in the tertiary 
sector, such as banking and private financ- 
ing. The resultant decline of agriculture in 
the share of the State Domestic Produce 
(from 39.2 per cent in 1980-8 1 to 29.7 per 
cent in 1 995-96) has seen the proportion of 
women working in agriculture falling 
more sharply than men. 

In addition, there has been a move aw r ay 
trom rice cultivation, which is the most 
labour-intensive crop in Kerala and 
employs more women than do coconut 
and rubber — both cash crops. The area 
under rice has declined (because of 
“unprofitability.” according (O the 
research) from about eight million hectares 
in 19S0-S1 to 4.7 million hectares in 1995- 
96. In comparison, the area under coconut 
grew from 6.5 million hectares to 9.8 mil- 
lion hectares and rubber from 2.3 million 
hectares to 4.5 million hectares during the 
same period. 

But this decline in the proportion of 
women workers in agriculture, as a result 
of the penetration of cash crops, has not 
figured in any policy decisions. If any- 
thing. women’s position has been wors- 
ened by recent social sector budget-cuts 
that have severely reduced the supply of 
subsidised food under the government’s 


Public Distribution 
System (ihe supply 
of rice, the staple in 
Kerala, fell from 1.4 
million tonnes in 
1990 to I.l MT in 
1995). Such devel- 
opments have impli- 
cations for the levels 
of nutrition for 
women, especially 
those who are preg- 
nant or lactating. 

The Kerala find- 
ings support many 
previous studies 
from Sub-Saharan 
Africa and Latin 
America. ’There are 
important differ- 
ences between the 
si motions in Africa 
and Asia," says 
Staoba Arun. “But 
the handicaps faced 
by women are the 
same everywhere.” 

Mr. Namboodiri- 
pad’s reply to this is: 
“What will happen 
cannot be clearly 
forecast but it can 
certainly be said that 
if the state govern- 
ment persists with 
decentralised devel- 
opment, the disad- 
vantages of the all- 
India model can be 
reduced.” 



International studies show that poverty in the 
1990s has, increasingly, a female face (photo by 
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Iraq criticises 
composition of U.N. team 


Due to weather conditions, Arafat 
postpones visit until Tuesday 


l Continued from page 1) 

British make up most of the 
teams, and the participants in 
the present team are solid evi- 
dence for what we have been 
saying." 

Alan Dacey, spokesman of the 
UN. Special Commission, 
which oversees the monitoring 
work, confirmed that a weapons 
team had arrived Sunday but 
said he would not disclose 
nationalities of the team mem- 
bers. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein ordered American inspec- 
tors out of the country on Nov. 
13 on grounds they were spies. 
The U.N. then pulled the rest of 
the inspectors in protest. 

They were allowed to return a 
week later under a Russian-bro- 
kered deal. 

The UN. Special Commis- 
sion is responsible for oversee- 
ing the elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq calls 
for oil 
firms 
to seal 
contracts 

(Continued from page 1) 

medicine while die rest goes to a 
compensation fund for Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait and to 
pay for the work of UN. weapons 
inspectors. 

Me Saleh said the SI .3 trillion 
allocated for humanitarian sup- 
plies was “only a drop in the 
ocean." compared to the needs of 
Iraq’s 22 million population 
which has been under sanctions 
for more than seven years. 

On Wednesday. Iraq started to 
pump oil ready for export via 
Turkey and the Gulf alter a 
month-long break, following 
UJM. approval of a new distribu- 
tion plan for the imports. 

Oil Minister General Amer 
Rashid said at the time that 
tankers would son lifting oil 
“early next week.” 

Iraq was in contact with foreign 
oil companies, “specifically from 
friendly countries." He said prior- 
ity would go to countries which 
support a lifting of the U.N. sanc- 
tions, although U.S. companies 
were among Baghdad's previous 
clients. Iraq itself suspended oil 
exports on Dec. 5 to protest delays 
in ihe delivery of food and medi- 
cine under the oil-for-food accord. 
It (inked the resumption of oil 
■sales to UN. approval of the dis- 
tribution plan. Russia was Iraq’s 
(op client during the second term 
of the accord, followed by Turkey 
and European countries such as 
fiance. But U.S. companies were 
also taken, of Iraqi oil. 


The UN. has said that trade 
sanctions imposed on Iraq after 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait will 
not be lifted until the weapons 
are destroyed. Iraq insists that its 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons have been eliminated, 
but UN. weapons inspectors 
have repeatedly accused the 
Iraqi regime of hiding informa- 
tion and materials related to 
weapons-making. 

Mr. Ritter has led anti-con- 
cealment missions in the post 
Iraq has responded by labelling 
him “a troublemaker." especial- 
ly for efforts to gel into sites they 
have declared off-limits. These 
include presidential palaces and 
other so-called sensitive sites. 

INA said that “as long as the 
issue of balancing the teams is 
not respected. Iraq stresses its 
serious reservations on the state- 
ments and conclusions of the 
Special Commission.” 

Also Sunday. Hussain 
Mohammad Amin, head of 
Iraq's National Monitoring 
Committee, said that UN. 
inspectors had carried out 607 
inspections since they returned 
Nov. 21. 

The figures do not match 
those kepi by the UN. Special 
Commission, which accounts 
for inspections is a different way. 

Mr. Amin Said that two bio- 
logical weapons inspection 
teams current!} were working in 
the country, one headed by a 
German and the other by an 
American. 


(Continued from page 1) 

thrown the Israeli gov- 
ernment into a crisis, 
might delay for months 
hopes of progress on 
the Israeh-Palestinian 
track. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
quoted as saying that 
his government will 
carry only one pull out 
from the West Bank 
and not three as stipu- 
lated in the 1993 Oslo 
interim peace agree- 
ment between the two 
sides. ‘“This is a viola- 
tion to all what have 
been agreed upon,” 
said Mr. Khatib, "This 
man [Netanyahu] does 
not want to make 
peace.” 

"We urge all brother- 
ly and friendly states to 
support our cause 
against Israel's obsti- 
nate stance and to 
maintain pressure on 
Israel.” 

Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak 

Mordechai will visit 
Egypt and Jordan soon 
for talks on the trou- 
bled peace process, his 
spokesman said on 
Sunday, giving no spe- 
cific date. 

With Mr. Levy’s res- 
ignation. Mr. 

Mordechai has become 
the leading moderate in 
the Israeli government. 


diplomats said. 

He has threatened to 
quit the government 
unless the pullback was 
carried out within three 
months. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
Palestinian negotiator 
met on Sunday with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and 
briefed him on the out- 
come of Mr. Ross’ talks 
with Palestinian offi- 
cials. 

Mahmoud Abbas told 
Jordan Television that 
his short visit was also 
to pave the way for Mr. 
Arafat’s upcoming 
visit to the Kingdom 
and his scheduled 
meeting with Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

Dr. Majali told the 
Palestinian official that 
Jordan was ready to 
"extend whatever pos- 
sible” to enable the 
Palestinians to regain 
their rights on their 
national soil. The 
prime minister also 
stressed on the need to 
refrain from any unilat- 
eral actions that would 
worsen the peace mak- 
ing environment in the 
region because "peace 
should be based on 
mutual understanding 
and respect between 
the concerned parties.” 


Israeli cabinet debates long list 
of demands to be presented to PNA 


(Continued from page 1) 

inciteful statements 
against Israel and that the 
PNA end its alleged 
activities in occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu appar- 
ently intends to add the 
document to a security 
agreement worked out 
between Israeli. Palestin- 
ian and U.S. security 
officials last month as 
part of a package deal 
that was to include a sig- 
nificant Israeli troop 
pullback from the West 


Bank. 

Mr. Netanyahu refused 
to sign that security deal, 
in pah because it includ- 
ed references to Israel’s 
obligation to crack down 
on Jewish militants. 

Since coming to office 
in June 1996. Mr. 
Netanyahu has frozen 
implementation of inter- 
im autonomy agreements 
with the Palestinians, 
claiming that the self- 
rule government had 
failed to honour its oblig- 
ation to crack down on 
Islamist activists and 


other opponents of 
peace. 

President Arafat says 
he is respecting his com- 
mitments while Mr. 
Netanyahu is violating 
the spirit and letter of 
peace agreements by 
failing to cede more land 
to Palestinian rule while 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in occupied areas. 

During his meeting 
with the cabinet, Mr. 
Netanyahu said that the 
threat of violence would 
not affect Israel's stance 
toward the Palestinians. 


"Statements about 
intifada [uprising] and 
violence will have no 
influence upon us what- 
soever and do not serve a 
genuine willingness for 
peace," the statement 
quoted Mr. Netanyahu as 
telling his ministers. 

"We will insist that the 
negotiations be conduct- 
ed in peaceful ways and 
we shall not change our 
position as a result of 
threats of violence." the 
statement said. 


Palestinians accuse U.S. of siding with Israel, 
warn of bringing region to ‘brink of disaster’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

The prime minister 
said any troop with- 
drawals depended on 
the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority meeting 
Israeli conditions, 
especially in cracking 
down on anti-Israel 
activist groups. 

The Palestinian cabi- 
net said in a statement 
it was cooperating 
with U.S. efforts, but 
accused Israel of 


stalling for time in 
order to build more 
settlements before 
talks move ahead. 

During Mr. Ross' 
four-day visit, the 
Netanyahu government 
revealed ~ tentative 
plans to double the 
number of units in 
Jewish settlements 
over the next two 
decades. 

"Obviously he has 
been unable to affect 
any change in the 


Israeli attitude,” Ms. 
Ashrawi said of Mr. 
Ross. "We did not see 
anv effective political 
will from Dennis 
Ross... to hold Israel 
accountable.” 

Ms. Ashrawi said the 
success of the separate 
summits to be held in 
Washington between 
President Clinton, Mr. 
Netanyahu and Presi- 
dent Arafat later this 
month hinges on the 
amount of" (J.S. pres- 


sure exerted on Israel. 

She said the Pales- 
tinians will avoid "sec- 
ondary issues," such as 
a Palestinian airport 
and planned industrial 
zones, and instead will 
focus on the major 
issues: Further rede- 
ployments. curbing 
settlement-building, 
security arrangements 
and implementation of 
interim accords. 
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Economy 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, January 12 , 1998 


Arab Gulf states seen needing 
deeper bourses to fund growth 


MUSCAT (R) — Arab Gulf 
states should set up a stock 
market commission to 
develop the region’s bourses 
as a tool to fund regional 
development, a Bahrain offi- 
cial has said. 

Commerce Ministry 
adviser Fawzi Behzad also 
proposed a central Gulf 
clearing house, at least 49 
per cent foreign participa- 
tion in local stocks and a 
clear-cut privatisation plan 
to deepen the region's mar- 
kets. 

He told an investment con- 
ference the proposed securi- 
ties commission should 
devise unified laws for Gulf 
stock markets, introduce 


new instruments and facili- 
tate active cross-trading. 

Most bourses in regional 
states — Oman. B ahrain , 
Qatar. Kuwait. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — limit trade to com- 
mon stock. Liquidity is low. 
the shareholder base is nar- 
row and foreign investment 
is mostly limited to Arab 
Gulf nationals. 

Mr. Behzad said although 
Gulf equity markets had 
grown fast in the past few 
years, a lot more needed to 
be done. 

“Despite the accumulated 
wealth that was generated 
with the increase of oil rev- 
enues from 1974 to 1997, 


the capita] markets of the 
Gulf remain small in size 
and less important to the 
development of the region in 
comparison to other mar- 
kets." he added. 

He said from 1994 to mid- 
1997 Gulf market capitalisa- 
tion had grown 75 per cent 
to S130 billion. But this only 
represented 0.64 per cent of 
global stock market capitali- 
sation at end- 1996. 

Economists say about $10 
billion needs to be spent 
annually over the neat 
decade to upgrade the 
Gulf* s basic infrastructure. 

The state-run economies 
are trying to encourage the 
private sector to take a lead 


in funding as governments, 
stung by past overspending, 
are now less wailing to 
finance large projects. 

Obstacles to deeper Gulf 
stock markets included a 
lack of unified capital mar- 
ket legislation, red tape and 
the fact that securities laws 
do not cater for instruments 
like investment funds, cur- 
rency warrants and futures 
and options. Mr. Bebzad 
said. 

Poorly defined laws on 
disclosure and small 
investor protection and a the 
lack of a regulatory frame- 
work were other hurdles, he 
said. 


Asia needs stronger policies to 
return to high growth — IMF chief 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
has said that Asia's long- 
term fundamentals 

remained favourable despite 
the continuing financial tur- 
moil in the region. 

But he called for strong 
policies to ward off future 
crises, saying it would be a 
mistake to blame marker 
forces alone for the finan- 
cial troubles. 

“Recent developments 
have not wiped out past 
achievements” Mr. 

Camdessus said in a speech. 

■‘On the contrary, the 
region's long-term funda- 
mentals — including its 
high domestic savings rates, 
strong fiscal position, 
dynamic private sectors and 
competitiveness — remain 
favourable.” he emphasised. 

With appropriate policy 


adjustments, the region 
would be able to rekindle in 
a more sustainable way high 
rates of growth in the com- 
ing years. Mr. Camdessus 
said. 

Asia’s “tiger” economies 
have been swept by turmoil 
since Thailand devalued the 
baht in July, starting a con- 
tagion which has driven 
other regional currencies to 
record lows and led to capi- 
tal flight. 

“We all have been trou- 
bled by developments in the 
Thai economy, both 
because they have been so 
costly for Thailand and its 
neighbours and because 
they were so preventable,” 
Mr. Camdessus said. 

“The developments in the 
Thai economy undermined 
conditions in neighbouring 
countries,” he added. 

He said Asian countries 
which had not sought IMF 


assistance had similar trou- 
bles as Thailand — overval- 
ued real estate markets, 
weak banking sectors, poor 
supervision and large for- 
eign currency borrowing. 

“Market doubts were 
compounded by a general 
lack of transparency — 
about the extent of govern- 
ment and central bank lia- 
bilities” he said. 

Mr. Camdessus also 
pointed to “the rush by 
domestic corporations" to 
borrow heavily in foreign 
currencies while failing to 
anticipate foreign exchange 
fluctuations and depending 
on “inefficient banking sys- 
tems.” 

“It would be a mistake to 
blame hedge funds or other 
market participants for the 
turmoil in Asia,” Mr. 
Camdessus said adding the 
turbulent markets were 
“only a symptom of more 


serious underlying prob- 
lems.” 

Mr. Camdessus called for 
early action to correct 
"macroeconomic imbal- 
ances" before they precipi- 
tate a crisis, which “did not 
happen in Thailand, despite 
timely and vigorous warn- 
ings.” 

He called for an appropri- 
ate foreign exchange rate 
regime, an orderly liberali- 
sation of capital flows and 
stronger supervision and 
supporting reforms to pro- 
mote domestic competition. 

“Ultimately, the crisis in 
Asia underlines the need of 
an orderly liberalisation of 
capital flows to ensure that a 
greater number of countries 
can benefit from access to 
international capital mar- 
kets.” the IMF chief con- 
cluded. 


German economy set for growth of 2.5 % 


BERLIN (AFP) — The Ger- 
man economy is likely to 
grow by 2.5 per cent this 
year, a forecasting institute 
has said, but a newspaper 
report warned that unem- 
ployment might reach a new 
post-war high of five million 
in February. 

The DIW institute said 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew by 2.2 per ceni 
last year. 

Its forecast of 2.5 per cent 
for 199S GDP growth is less 
optimistic than figures 
advanced by the govern- 
ment. which has said the 


economy will grow by up to 
3.0 per cent this year and 
that data for last year would 
show output had increased 
by about 2.5 per cent 

The DIW figures were also 
less optimistic than the aver- 
age advanced toward the end 
of last year by Germany’s 
six leading economic insti- 
tutes, of which the DIW is 
one. Thai data put growth in 

1997 at 2.4 per cent and in 

1998 at 2.8 per cent. 

But the DIW forecast that 
unemployment would con- 
tinue to increase this year to 
a rate of 11.8 per cent from 


1 1.4 per cent last year. 

Meanwhile, the Frank- 
furter Rundschau newspaper 
reported that in December 
about 4.5 million people 
were unemployed, repre- 
senting an increase of about 
180.000 from the figure for 
November. 

The figure for December is 
about 350.000 greater than 
that for December 1996. the 
newspaper said, quoting ini- 
tial estimates from the 
labour office. The official 
figures are to be published 
Friday. 

The DIW institute forecast 


a further widening of the dif- 
ference in unemployment 
rates in the east and west of 
the country, with the rate in 
the east of the countiy reach- 
ing 19.9 per cent and that in 
the west 9.8 per cent, from 
18.1 per cent and 9.8 per 
cent respectively. 

The Frankfurter Rund- 
schau forecast that “if the 
figures (for unemployment) 
rise this winter at the same 
speed as at the beginning of 
1 997. the psychological 
threshold of five million 
unemployed people will be 
reached in February.” 


Kuwait to sell 
stakes in local firms 
worth $1.6 billion 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— State fond manager 
Kuwait Investment Author- 
ity (KIA) has said it plans 
to sell stakes in 10 compa- 
nies worth more than SI. 6 
billion by the end of 1998. 
as part of a programme of 
sell-offis. 

“We have around 10 
remaining holdings with a 
value of around 500 million 
dinars ($1.64 billion ).” 
KIA managing director Ali 
Rashaid Al Bader told AFP. 

“Those should be priva- 
tised from now until the 
end of 199S. if the market 
conditions make it possi- 
ble,” he said. 

KIA, which manages the 
state's assets, is overseeing 
a programme to sell stakes 
in companies which mainly 
fell into government bands 
in the 1980s when the state 
stepped in to shore up the 
economy after a share mar- 
ket crash. 

“So far we sold our hold- 
ings in 24 companies" rais- 
ing about 900 million 
dinars ($2.95 billion ), Mr. 
Bader said. The programme 
began in 1994. 

In addition to the 10 com- 
panies, KIA plans to sell in 


1998, KIA is still holding 
on to stakes worth about 
500 million dinars in three 
other companies which 
have a monopoly in the 
market. 

Stakes in Mobile 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (MTC), Livestock and 
Transport Company and the 
Islamic bank Kuwait 
Finance House will only be 
sold once competition has 
been introduced. Mr. Bader 
said. 

MTC will soon have a 
competitor in the mobile 
telephones sector with the 
establishment of National 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany. 

Registration tor shares in 
the new mobile telephone 
operator closed last week, 
and checking the applica- 
tions is expected to be com- 
pleted this month. 

KIA has a 24 per cent 
stake in the new firm, while 
the balance was offered to 
the public. Mr. Bader said 
the KIA s- stakes in both 
MTC and the new firm will 
go on sale once “we are 
confident there is no 
monopoly." 


Asian crisis seen 
shaving 0.5% 
from world growth 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
financial turmoil in East Asia 
will shave 025 per cent from 
world economic growth in 
1998, with continental 
Europe the most exposed 
region after Asia. U.S. invest- 
ment bank Lehman Brothers 
has forecast. ■ — 

The global economy will 
. expand by 225. .per cent next 
year, according to the bank. 

“Apart from Asia itself, the 
most exposed region is conti- 
nental Europe, whose recov- 
ery is not yet fully estab- 
lished ,” the bank's global 
chief economist, John 
Llewellyn, said. 

Any slowdown in growth 
would be unhelpful for 
Europe, which is grappling 
with record unemployment 
as it gears up for the launch 
of the common European 
currency in January 1999. 

The bank predicts that 
growth in Europe in 1998 
will be cut by 0.25-025 per- 
centage points to 2.25-225 per 


cent 

U.S. growth looks stronger 
in the future than Lehman 
Brothers anticipated at the 
stan of the Asian crisis in 
July, but the upward revision 
it would have made is largely 
cancelled out by the effects of 
the turmoiL 

The United States is now 
expected to post growth of 
2.5 per cent in 199S. The 
U.S. economy grew by 3.3 
per cent in the thud quarter of 
this year. 

Lehman Brothers said 
growth in Japan, whose 
moribund economy is under 
pressure from domestic 
banking troubles and the 
weakness of major Japanese 
export markets in South East 
Asia, will more than halve to 
one per cent from 2.5 per 
cent previously forecast 

In Asia, excluding Japan 
and Australia, growth will be 
cut by four percentage points 
to 3 .5 per cent the bank fore- 
cast 


I HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MOND AY, JANUARY 12, 1998 
| By linda C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April I9> There sure is something going on 
at home, and thins will never be the same after this. You're all in 
fabulous moods, so the destruction will produce beneficial resulls. 
The more friends you have to help, the more fun h wDl be. U 
wouldn't hurt to appoint someone construction foreman. You do : 
need to stay organised. i 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A neighbour or relative needs a 
shoulder to cry on. You're always calm, sympathetic and good at 
making decisions. That’s something your friend is having [rouble 
with right now. He or she can’t figure out what to do next To you, 
ir’U beobvious. But try not to laugh; the situation could easily be 
reversed 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) There’s money or something else 
valuable coming to you. Put it straight into savings and you’ll 
have a nice nest egg when you get old Don’t loan it to a friend in 
need, no matter how desperate his or her situation seems to be. 
There's no point in both of you getting into financial difficulties. 

CANCER: lJune 22 to July 21 ) You're looking very good to peo- 
ple with influence and status. You’re also under scrutiny from an 
older person who could give you an excellent opportunity. Make 
it a point to hang ait with the best crowd in town, just in case. 
Don’t be shy. You've got it. so you might as well flaunt it. It pays 
to advertise. 

LEO (July 22 to August 21) New information needs to be kept 
secret for "a while. If a certain friend or loved one finds out. the 
news will be all over town by nightfall. Be available to one who 
needs to talk, but make sure it's understood that tbe conversation 
will go on further. This puts you under a bit of pressure, but you 
can handle it 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is an excellent day 
for a party. Is it somebody's birthday’s? If you don’t have any- 
thing planned, you could get your favourite group together in a 
nanosecond. They’ll all be in the mood But the party’s probably 
not at your bouse — more likely you’re all of doing something 
fun together. Skiing, anyone? 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you’re watching for tbe 
opportunity, you'll notice it when it arrives today. This will be a 
request you don't know’ how to fill. That means you'll have to 
learn quickly. In the meantime, you’ll develop your new skills. Go 
ahead and push yourself. Tt’ll be fori. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ro November 2 1 ) The urge to travel will 
be overwhelming today. Why resist? Even better, get yourself to 
a location that's either near or on the water. Fishing, anyone? If 
you’re with the right person, that's me of the most romantic 
things you could do. Avoid a meaningless argument this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A thrifty 
neighbour can help you make a purchasing decision. You just 
walk into the store and buy whatever's on the shelf. Not so with 
your older friend. He or she knows how to stretch a nickel. That’s 
a handy skill to learn, and conditions are right- With the money 
you save, you can boy something you've been thinking about 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Sometimes you 
get sb busy you don’t make'lftn£ - fbr the peoplrytfti told most 
tfcar. You think, they’ll understand, but they don't That could be 
noticeable today. Put in tbe correction before you get the criti- 
cism. That will make a good impression on everyone concerned, 
and be a big surprise to some of them, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Take care of some- 
body else today. You’ve been busy lastly and this person 1 ms been 
a little neglected. Don’t let this one get by you. It’s important to 
show time you care in more ways than just talking about iL What 
counts today is your actions. Just show up and provide something 
that's needed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Love affairs, games of 
chance, and relationships with children are all favoured. What a 
marvellous way to spend a Monday afternoon. You hereby have 
permission to act like a little kid yourself. If you're in a romantic 
relationship, spend the day exploring the possibilities. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 


ACROSS 
1 Memorable 
periods 
5 Painter Hate 
10 Nervous 
putter's malady 

14 Holes in golf 
greens 

15 Piece of 
history 

16 River of Russia 

17 Ocho , 

Jamaica 

18 Pharmacist 

20 Chapel Hill sch. 

21 Skedaddle 

22 Hosts 

23 Put to rest 

25 Hoops grp- 

26 Chid and 
Roberts 

28 Reebok rival 

29 False front 

32 Up to now 

33 Cleric, at times 

34 Bear hand 

35 Litter 

36 Fairy4ala vHWn 

37 Time long past 

38 Sounds of 
hesitation 

39 Q-tips, e,g. 

40 Squander 

41 Change color 

42 UxaJ Inflection 

43 Preserved one 


44 Baldwin or 
Guinness 

45 Rot-resistant 
wood 

46 Wheedled 

49 Nabeilst Wfesd 

50 Slangy 
intensifier suffix 

53 Sorry 

55 Mirrored 

56 Skip 

57 Summon 

58 Herringjnce fish 

59 Visualizes 

60 Pdonlus. 
Laertes, etaL 

61 Farm layers 

DOWN 

1 Tan shade 

2 Undoing 

3 Coppola film. 

Now* 


HBFUgj— Q»dC0W1 
(W 111 Il2 1 13 I 



By Eugene K Puffenberger 
Restart, VA- 


4 Three 
satisfactory 


5 Brouhaha 

6 Return in kind 

7 Oodtes 

8 Young louse 
S Chris, the 

aportscaster 

10 Desert Woom 

11 "Dies ‘ 

12 Prune 

13 Stone and 
Stallone 

19 Bwnbgcod 
21 Thai stop 

24 “Sex. _ , « 
Videotape' 

25 Smith and 
Clark 

26 Poked fun 

27 Money lending 

28 Tearful woman 

29 Punctuation 
mark 

30 „ blanche 

31 Winter wool 
33 French money 
36 Doubly 

dangerous 


□□□QESG1 QQaHBCUDQ 
□□onon naasntano 
□□UQEIEJ QHHQHEinGl 

E3EHZK3 annua oqhq 
□eej ana ana 
anea □□□on bhhq 
□□EJHQBEa Dana 
□aanaa qhhqhb 
□ ana Haannsa 
□□□□ EJHnncj 1400O 
UDO 0E0 H0E3 
DDSn EHEIEQ E2SQE 

HaannoHn 0001300 
0 QDDEKDI 30 BOC 2 BOQ 
□Banggpo aagoao 


(qtaniMbutaHwii 


37 hry League 
school 

39 Small Florida 
college 

40 Walk In water 

43 Pfcza portions 

44 Bara between 
wheels 

45 Tlw same 


46 Scoundrels 

47 Mayberry boy 
46 Top of the line 
49 Engfish boys' 

school 

51 Low fat 

52 Annexes 

54 Gabor sister 

55 Blond shade 


AND DID/ SURE ..1 50LD AW 
YOU BUY /WHOLE COMIC BOOK 
HER THE COLLECTION TO 
GLOVES? V SET THE MONEY.. 


THEN I MET HER 
IN THE STORE. And 
SHE SHOWED ME THE „ 
NEW PAIR OF SL0VE5 { 
SHE'D JU5T BOUGHT! 5 



50 YOU RE > 
NOT G0IN6 
TO GIVE HER 


f LjUHY GIVE 
HER 

SOMETHING 


the RMRYDU/ she Already 


ljellat least 

THEY DIDN'T 
GO TO WASTE.. 


BOUGHT? 


HA5?i 



[Andy Capp 


iim uon im 

«r.arsnaCMKMMis*uTxMM. 

ueiiHHmMacnic 

/'he's OUT -AW 
( I'M CERTAINLY 

V NOT GOIN& TO 
7 SETTLE HIS < 
( DE9T5FOR J 
V HIM y 



f 'COULD MDU > 

GAZE ME save, 
INFORMATION > 
ABOUT WHAT rfi 
TIME HES sUt 
LIKELY TD\ 

V show up?; m 


y SURE.WHAT 
' pO-yOUWONT. 
—THE TIME 

. THE OOPS? 


IMutt’n’Jel 








“No matter how festive you feel, 
never kiss a cat under the mistletoe/ 


Uracrambte ttwsa four Jumbles, 
on* letter to each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hvnrf Arnold MHw Ard*" 1 


This matoa it 
v*s tmed* 


CURCO 





INJOT 


J 



DITORR 


WAHGIE 


Answer here.* 


WHAT AN ePITDf? 
CAN PO TO A 
MgSSAflS. 

Now armngB the efcetad tettani to 

farm the surprise (newer, a> *U0* 
gttttad by ti» above certoon- 


(Answer* tomorrow) 

Tb Matey's I Jumbtee; FEINT BARGE STURDY PRYING 
An»w: How the architect pot promoted - 
BY DESIGN 


I 
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1 ) You're Inokin 


you r-n ^xcellrt.. • 

Kbe5t ^«L,;'^ 

ivcmnugh;.^.^^ 

^Neu iniormjt, irirst 

n fnenu or kusa,^ , 

y mghrfall. 

lsundery^>JUu^, 

you under * h»* .* 


■: Kr TK* it, 

riur.irriiii. ’ 1 


' r»c v-jt-iU 



TJ 


THA; -JJ' . 


' * 
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A review of news from theAnMcPr^ 


— ■— — 

Provident funds get an average two per 
cent return on investments 


f.^r-Ac rr.' ,i * 


** DESPITE THE large size and hiyh 
importance of provident funds in Jordan, 
iheir annual investment returns have 
ranged from below zero to a maximum of 
eight per cent. However, a study has esti- 
mated the average return at only two per 
cent. 

The study attributed the main reasons for 
these bad results to the fact that most of the 
money were not invested for long-term 
periods. "Contrary to what has" been 
expected, the assets of these funds were in 
the form of shon-term investments such as 
bank deposits” the study that covered 
around 80 provident funds around the 
country said. 

When adding the assets of the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC). the provident 
funds of retired personnel account for 23.3 
per cent of the gross domestic product or i\ 
total amount of JDI.2 billion. .As such. 


these funds represent 35.2 per cent of the 
market value of company shares traded at 
the stock exchange (Amman Financial 
Market). 

In conclusion, two types of provident 
funds were highlighted by the study. The 
tirst included those which were very con- 
servative in their investments as the focus 
has been on .short-term deposits at banks. 
The second type were those provident 
funds which were managed by the man- 
agement of the companies themselves and, 
as such, personal interest factors were 
involved. 

As an example, some companies resort- 
ed to use large amounts of their provident 
funds to buy shares in subsidiary or affili- 
ated firms. Such a method creates a risk 
much higher than taking a diversified 
investment approach (A1 Ra’i). 


Government considering restrictions 
on using cellular phones by officials 


** THE MINISTRY of Finance has rec- 
ommended to the Prime Ministry a pro- 
posal to rationalise the use of ceffular 
phones by government officials and that 
prior official approval be obtained in this 
regard. 

Finance Minister Suleiman Hafez indi- 
cated that the government intends to limit 
the number of cellular phones currently 
being used and also limit ihe amounts 


being paid monthly for such usage by gov- 
ernment officials. He stressed that the state 
budget requires that spending be within the 
necessary, available and officially-speci- 
fied limits. 

The minister said a government official 
can cam* more than one cellular phone but 
that should be at his own private expense 
without any financial obligation on the 
government's budget (A! Ra’i). 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Metal Prices 


Metal 


Gold (OZ’S) 278.46 278.95 

Sfiver (oz*s) 5.96 6.68 

Platinum («**) 362.6 364.6 
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SARIya! 
AE Dirham 
KM Dinar 
BH Dinar 


Em 

mm 

DEM 

0.4661 

0.2723 


0.3770 

1.8663 

4.83668 

3.3996 



0.39396 

362473 

0.40232 

38.9968 

4.82626 

431.965 



Curren 


USD } MJ 6.60 

7.34 7.44 

JPY | 0.31 0.31 

3.68 3J0 

FRF 3.66 339 

CHF 0.93 1-12 

ITL 6.04 




7.31 

7.31 

0.31 

0.39 

UK 

3.48 

3.67 

3.66 

1J26 

1.39 

6.54 

5.19 



Main Equity Indices 
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UAE stocks set to surge 
after gaining $9 billion 


.ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
tUAE) slock market will 
maintain its upward swing 
in 199S after gaining more 
than 59 billion in value in 
the previous year, dealers 
have predicted.* 

A new .share issue for the 
Middle East's biggest free 
storage zone will combine 
with the creation of more 
companies and strong cor- 
porate performance to boost 
ihe market to another record 
level, they said. 

"We are ahead of another 
record year because of new 
share issues and another 
year of good results.'' stock- 
broker Zuhair Kaswani told 
AFP. 

"A key factor will be the 
long-awaited floatation of 
the shares of the Saadiyai 
zone, the biggest-ever share 
issue in the UAE.” he said. 

The Saadiyai island free 
zone, which will house 
more than 60 basic com- 
modities and trading halls, 
has a capital of around 53.3 
billion. 

Abu Dhabi officials have 
said most of the capital 
would be raised through 


public subscription, sched- 
uled to stan within weeks. 

It will be the biggest pub- 
lic share issue in "the Gulf 
country and officials expect 
strong demand by local and 
international investors. 

The establishment of three 
new companies in 1997. 
coupled with more share 
floatations by existing insti- 
tutions and strong corporate 
performance boosted UAE 
market capitalisation to a 
record 90 billion dirhams 
fS245 billion), up by S9.J 
billion over 1996. 

The increase turned the 
UAE into the second biggest 
stock market in the .Arab 
World after the Saudi 
exchange, capitalised at 
around 550 billion. 

"It was the bisgest-ever 
increase in capitalisation. 
The main reasons are the 
establishment of new firms, 
the high share return com- 
pared with interest rates, and 
an economic upswing due to 
high oil prices." Mr. 
Kaswani explained.. 

The UAE does not have an 
official exchange but plans 
to set up a floor, possibly 
this vear. Sharedealine is 


currently conducted by tele- 
phone through a handful of 
authorised stockbrokers and 
around 35 national banks 
and companies trade their 
shares daily. 

Dealers * estimated 
turnover, the value of traded 
shares, totalled between 23 
and three billion dirhams 
(S6S 1-$817 million) in 
1997. 

The figure is dwarfed by 
the stocks turnover in Saudi 
Arabia or Kuwait, where it 
exceeds 55 billion a year 
each. 

Traders attributed the low 
level of share trading in the 
UAE to the absence of a for- 
mal exchange, restriction of 
dealing to nationals, a ten- 
dencyVor loRg-temi invest- 
ment and the" huge owner- 
ship by the government, 
which does not trade. 

UAE companies have not 
yet released annual results 
for 1997. but banks are 
expected to boost net profits 
by more than 15 per cenL 

Such a performance was 
reflected in the banks' 
shares, which rose by at 
least 10 per cent in 1997. 


Marks and Spencer 
makes its entry 
into Arab World 


(DUBAI J (AFP) — The 
British retailer Marks and 
Spencer founded by a Pol- 
ish-bom Jew has made its 
entry into the Arab World, 
with the crown prince of 
this Gulf emirate cutting 
the ribbon at a store in the 
trading hub of Dubai. 

Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashid Al-Maktoum. who 
is also defence minister of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
was given a tour of the 
2,700 square metre 1 29,000 
sq. feet) store at the open- 
ing Saturday night. 

The ceremony was 
marked by an "iftar" of 
dates and fruit juices, the 
cradiuonai break to the 
dawn-ro-dusk fast during 
the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Michael Stanier. regional 
manager for the Gulf, said 
stores in Bahrain. Kuwait. 
Oman and Qatar would fol- 
low. But Saudi Arabia, the 
largest market in the region, 
was the exception. 

"We haven't done enough 
research on Saudi Arabia 


yet." he told AFP. 

Marks and Spencer, with 
almost 300 stores in 30 
countries, was founded by 
partners Michael Marks, 
who ran market sraJJs. and 
English cashier Tom 
Spenser. It has long been on 
an .Arab boycott list 
because of its business in 
Israel. 

But the company, 
although it has' several 
stores in the Jewish state, 
has "no special connection 
to Israel ... It is run purely 
as a commercial enter- 
• prise." Stanier said. 

He said a total of 162 
companies had applied as 
potential regional Arab 
partners for Marks and 
Spencer in the Middle East. 

Because of the boycott. 
Arab tourists returning 
from Britain have in the 
past cut out the labels from 
clothes bought at Marks 
and Spencer. Stanier said 
(he store was now aiming to 
capitalise on “the .Arab love 
of the brand." 


Polls show most Japanese firms expect severe situation in 1998 


TOKYO (AFP) — A series 
of polls on Japan's economic 
outlook show that Japanese 
business leaders have no illu- 
sions about 1998 which, they 
say, will be as bad as 1997 if 
noi worse. 

The Mainichi Shimbun 
said more than SO per cent of 
Japan's leading companies 
expect the domestic econo-, 
my ro stall or worsen in 


1998, with many complain- 
ing that government's 
actions so far have been too 
weak. 

Of the 103 companies sur- 
veyed. 44 per cent said the 
economy would deteriorate 
this year while 41 per cent 
said it would remain at a 
standstill, according to the 
poll published by the nation- 
al daily. 


Asked about the latest gov- 
ernment’s measures to avert 
financial system crisis. 58 
per cent of the companies 
said they were "insufficient,” 
the daily said. 

The poIL conducted in late 
December, showed pes- 
simism among business 
leaders was widespread 
despite the latest govern- 
ment's income tax cuts and a 


plan to use public funds to 
help banks. 

Among the top executives 
of 104 corporations polled, 
32 said they had experienced 
ligher lending by banks, 
illustrating financial institu- 
tions’ cautious stance in 
making loans to even major 
companies, the daily said. 

The poll also showed the 
negative impact of the corpo- 
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rate pessimism on employ- 
ment with 35 companies 
reducing their labour force 
from a year ago. compared 
with only J I firms which 
boosted their staff, it said 

Separate surveys showed 
similar results. 

A poll conducted b> 
Kvodo News Agency in mid- 
December showed S3 per 
cent of 100 key Japanese 
companies expected the 
economy to remain at a 
standstill or continue to 
decline in 1998. 

The news agency received 
responses from the president 
chief executive or equivalent 
of leading films such as Toy- 
ota Motor Corp.. Honda 
Motor Co. Ltd.. Toshiba 
Corp.. Sumitomo Bank Lid. 
and Bridgestone Corp. 

The sunev found 45 per 
cent of the companies 
expected the economy to 
stall, with 38 per cent seeing 
a further decline and 17 
expecting a slow recovery. 

No companies in the poll 
expect a brisk recovery, it 
said. 

As for measures to re invig- 
orate the economy, 36 of the 
managers said more income 
tax cuts were immediately 
needed to spur consumer 
spending, it said. 

More than 90 per cent of 
the managers support the use 
I of public funds to rescue ail- 
ing financial firms, in sharp 
j contrast to feelings of the 
general public. 56 per cent of 
whom opposed such a move 
in a late- 1 997 survey, it said. 

Tokyo Shimbun said Satur- 
day nearly all major domes- 
tic companies in its poll 
shared a sense of growing 
economic crisis, a sharp 
change from largely opti- 
mistic views six months ago. 

The survey, conducted 
around the same time with 
207 major firms, indicated 
the government and the Bank 
of Japan were being too opti- 
mistic in their economic 
assessmenL the daily said. 

After maintaining the 
. economy was in a gradual 
recovery phase, government 
officials began downgrading 
their economic judgement. 
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Pippen returns for Bulls; 
Jazz beat Rockets 


CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Damon Stoudamire scored 
34 points as the Toronto 
Raptors, the National 
Basketball Association's 
second-worst team, beat 
the reeling Cleveland 
Cavaliers 102-93 Saturday 
night. 

The Raptors held off a 
late rally by the Cavs. who 
played sluggishly two 
nights after a demoralising 
109-S4 loss to Seattle. 

Trailing 93-77 with 3:23 
left Cleveland pulled 
within five before Toronto 
held on. 

Lloyd Daniels, who 
signed a 10-day contract 
with Toronto on Jan. 6, 
scored 21 points as the 
Raptors snapped a six- 
game losing streak and 
improved their record to 5- 
30. Derek Anderson led 
Cleveland with 24 points. 

■ Minnesota 

Timberwolves 108, New 
Jersey Nets 101: In East 
Rutherford, New Jersey. 
Tom Gugliotta scored 24 
points, including six in the 
final four minutes, as the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
beat the New Jersey Nets. 
Reserve Sam Mitchell 
added 1 8 points and 
Stephen Marbury had 17 
for the Timberwolves. 
Rookie Keith Van Horn 
and Kerry Kittles each 
scored 22 points for the 
nets, who had their four- 
game home winning streak 
snapped. The Nets, who 
trailed 60-44 at halftime, 
cut Minnesota's lead to 94- 
93 on Kendall Gill’s dri- 
ving layup with 3:07 left in 
the game. But they could- 
n't get any closer. 

• Orlando Magic 90, 
Boston Celtics 82: At 
Orlando. Florida. Rony 
Seikaly had 19 points and 
12 rebounds, and Orlando 
outscored Boston 29-5 
from the foul line to beat 
the Celtics. 

The victory was only the 
third in the past 13 games 
for the Magic, who have 
struggled to find consistent 
scoring with Penny 
Hardaway, Nick Anderson 
and Derek Strong on the 
injured lisL 

Boston, which never led. 
has lost four straight in a 
span of five days. 

Antoine Walker Jed the 
Celtics with 21 points and 
12 rebounds before being 
ejected with 1:09 remain- 
ing after hanging on the 
rim after a dunk and draw- 
ing his second technical 
foul. 

• Chicago Bulls 87, 
Golden State Warriors 
82 At Chicago. Scottie 
Pippen returned but 
Michael Jordan again 
bailed out the Bulls, scor- 
ing 17 of his 32 points in 
the fourth quarter Saturday 
night as Chicago rallied 
fair an 87-82 victory over 
the Golden State Warriors. 

Making his season debut 
after missing the first 35 
games while recovering 
from foot surgery. Pippen 
started and had 14 points, 
four rebounds ana five 
assists in 31 minutes. 
Pippen. who demanded a 
trade two months ago 



Chicago Bulls' Michael Jordan jams a bucket in front of Golden State Warriors 
Felton Spencer during second half action at the United Center. The Bulls defeat the 
Warriors 87- 82 (Reuters photo) 


because he felt mistreated 
by team management, 
received a loud standing 
ovation when introduced^ 
bumped chests with buddy 
Ron Harper and then 
returned to his role as pri- 
mary ballhandler. offen- 
sive facilitator and deten- 
cive stopper. 

Dennis Rodman had 16 
rebounds for the Bulls, 
who have won their last 14 
home games to improve to 
18-1 at the United Centre. 

Joe Smith scored 23 
points for Golden State. 

a Indiana Pacers 84, 
Dallas Mavericks 79: At 
Dallas. Reggie Miller's 3- 
pointer with 32.5 seconds 
left gave Indiana the lead 
for good, and the Pacers 
rallied from a 19-point 
third-quarter deficit for a 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Miller scored 24 points, 
Rik Smils had 14 and 
Mark Jackson added 1 3 for 
the Pacers, who’ve won 
five of six. Shawn 
Bradley’s 17 points and 14 
rebounds led the 
Mavericks, who've lost 17 
of IS. 

- Utah Jazz 111, 
Houston Rockets 84: At 
Houston. Karl Malone 


scored 24 points and Utah 
coach Jeny Sloan won his 
600th NBA game as the 
Jazz beat the injury-deplet- 
ed Houston Rockets. 

Utah has won six straight 
and 10 of its last 12 games. 
Houston has lost eight of 
its last 11. including four 
straight at home. 

Sloan improved his 
career record to 600-370. 
his victory total includes 
506 with the Jazz and the 
rest with the Chicago Bulls 
from 1979-1982. 

Houston played without 
four injured starters — 
Charles Barkley, Clyde 
Drexler, Hakeem 

Olajuwon and Matt 
Maloney, whose string of 
U3 consecutive starts 
ended because of a bad 
elbow. 

* San Antonio Spurs 
109, Sacramento Kings 
67: At San Antonio, Tim 
Duncan scored 28 points. 
David Robinson added 24 
and the San Antonio Spurs 
rebounded from a crushing 
Joss in Phoenix with a rout 
of the Sacramento Kings. 

A night after their five- 
game winning streak was 
snapped in a 21 -point loss 
to the Suns, the Spurs 
ended Sacramento's win- 


ning streak at four games. 

The Kings scored just 40 
points over the final three 
quarters after finishing the 
first period tied at 27-27. 
Sacramento, which had 
won its last three games 
against San Antonio, got 
17 points from Corliss 
Williamson, 

• Milwaukee Bucks 95, 
Portland Trail Blazers 90 
(overtime): At Milwaukee, 
Ray Allen scored 23 points 
and Armon Gilliam had 
four of his 21 in overtime 
as the Milwaukee Bucks 
defeated the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

Kenny Anderson scored 
a season-high 31 points 
and Rasheed Wallace had 
season highs with 23 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Portland, but the Trail 
Blazers still extended their 
losing streak to a season- 
high four games. 

Portland coach Mike 
Dunleavy received scat- 
tered boos during pregame 
introductions. It was his 
first trip back to 
Milwaukee since resigning 
lust April after five straight 
losing seasons — four as 
coach and one as general 
manager of the Bucks. 


Santoro and Korda advance to Qatar final 


DOHA (AFP) — 
Frenchman Fabrice 
Santoro completed two 
upsets within a few hours 
Saturday to advance to the 
final of the Qatar Open 
ATP Tour event. 

Santoro, the eighth seed, 
surprised top-seeded 
Briton Greg Rusdeski 6-2. 
3-6, 6-3 in the quarter- 
finals and then downed 


fourth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia 6-1. 
6-4 in the semis. 

Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic, the third seed, 
will face Santoro in die 
final. 

Korda first beat fifth- 
seeded Briton Tim 
Henman 7-5, 4-6. 6-4 and 
then breezed past No.7 
seed Andrei Medvedev of 


Ukraine 6-3. 6-4. 

The quarter-finals were 
originally due to be played 
on Friday but had to be 
postponed because of rain. 

Rusedski, the top seed in 
a major ATT Tour event for 
the first time, was outma- 
noeuvred by the double- 
handed Santoro, who is in 
sizzling form this week. 

“I didn't start very well 


and although 1 got back 
into it I made loo many 
mistakes with volleys," 
said Rusedski. “He played 
very well, and l‘m not too 
disappointed. It’s prepara- 
tion for the Australian 
Open which matters." 


Atletico 
hold Real 
with late 
equaliser 

MADRID (AFP) — 
Atletico held rivals Real to 
a 1-1 draw in Saturday's 
eagerly-awaited Spanish 
first division derby show- 
down — thanks to a goal 
three minures from time by 
late substitute Jose Mari. 

Real appeared to have 
sewn up the match 19 min- 
utes earlier thanks to a goal 
from Savio. 

Twenty minutes into the 
second-half, however. Real 
brought on Savio and 
Moriemes for Guti and 
Croatian Davor Suker. It 
was an inspired move and 
within five minutes Savio 
had put Real clear after 
latching on to a cross from 
Roberto Carlos. 

Jose Mari, who replaced 
Lardin for Atletico, had 
been on ther pitch for just 
ten minutes when he scored 
the equaliser. 


Rookie Aussie becomes lowest 
ranked to win an ATP tournament 


ADELAIDE (AFP) — Rookie Australian 
teenager Lleyton Hewitt became the lowest 
ranked player to win an ATP tournament 
when he roppled Jason Stoltenberg in the 
final of the Australian men's hardcourt 
championship here Sunday. 

His 3-6. 6-3, 7-6 (7-4) victor)' also sent 
his lowly world ranking of 550 leaping 
toward 200. 

“It hasn’t really sunk in yet like every 
other day. but I played some of my best ten- 
nis again hitting the ball well." said the 16- 
year-old who Saturday humbled Andre 
Agassi in their semi-final clash. 

It was only the youngster’s second ATP 
Tour event. He beat the record of Senegal’s 
Yabiya Doumbia as the previous lowest 
ranked tournament winner when he downed 
American Todd Martin in die final in Lyon 
in 19S8 when ranked 453rd. 

Hewitt also became the youngest player to 
win an ATP event since current world num- 
ber three Michael Chang won in San 
Francisco in 19S8 at 16 years and 7 months. 

Hewitt is 16 years 1 1 months old. 

“I do not think they knew really how to 
play me and had not seen a lot of my match- 
es," he said. 

The 79th ranked Stoltenberg had some 
advice for his conqueror as they shook 
hands at the end of the match. 

“Enjoy this win but move on. try and kick 
on and use this win as a spri ngboard for 
things to come." he said. 


The match went for over two hours and 
opened with a marathon opening game on 
Stoltenberg’s serve. 

It went to deuce five times, with 
Stoltenberg withstanding two break points 
and finally holding with a smash. 

Stoltenberg then gained the momentum in 
the first set, holding his next service game 
easily and breaking Hewitt in the fourth 
game. 

Stoltenbeig then captured the first set 
after games went to serve. 

He had only polite support from the 
capacity crowd which was cheering for the 
hometown boy to create history and his his 
game dropped in the second set. 

Hewitt broke Stoltenberg in the second 
game of the second set which went to deuce 
six times. 

Stoltenberg broke back but the momen- 
tum remained with his younger opponent 
who forced the 1996 Wimbledon semi- 
finalist into error after error and took the 
second set 6-3. 

The youngster continued to dominate 
from the baseline and making Stoltenberg 
work for every point to take the final set £ 
4. 

In the doubles final Aussie duo Joshua 
Eagle and Andrew Florent captured their 
first career title together by defeating 
Number two seeds South African Ellis 
Ferreira and American Rick Leach 6-4 6-7 
(7-3) 6-3. 


Williams to meet Hingis in clash of the teenagers 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
America’s Venus Williams 
advanced Sunday into a sec- 
ond round bout with Martin 
Hingis in the Sydney 
International tournament, 
which is set to be a testing 
ground for tennis’s teenage 
stars. 

Williams. currently 
ranked 22. is aiming to 
knock Hingis from her 
.number one spot this year 
and predicts that her 16- 
year-old sister and hitting 
partner Serena, ranked 99, 
will crack the top ten. 

She will meet the Swiss 
No. 1 after playing only a 
single set in the tournament. 
Romanian 3,11 RGNkddraf 
I' Dragomir was forced Out 
l 1 ! wife an injury *m theft first- 
round match Sunday. 

“I wasn't playing what I 
consider good. And it was 
the first match of the season 
so I really would have want- 
ed to get a little bit more 
practice.” Williams told 
reporters after winning the 
set 6-4. 

Hingis, who had a bye in 
the Sydney tournament's 
first round. last met 17- 
year-old Williams at the 
U.S. Open final where she 
beat her 6-0 6-4. “In that 
match I did a lot of mis- 
takes. things that weren't 
called for, basically out of 
control, and she took advan- 
tage of me playing so 
badly," Williams said. But 
Williams, who stands out 
here with her athletic 1.8 
metre frame and beaded 



World No, 1 Martina Hingis, sporting a new haircut, 
takes a break during a practice session at White City In 
Sydney January II. Hingis is in Australia to compete in 
the Sydney International tournament which goes 
through to January 17. She said she feared all the 10 top 
ranked players who threatened her status as this years 
Queen of the Court (Reuters photo) 

hair, has put a brave face on 
meeting the number-one 
seed so soon in the competi- 
tion. 

“This title is hers, I sup- 
pose. and she is going to 
want to defend it ... so f am 


going to have to be ready." 
she said of the 1997 title- 
holder. 

If Williams upsets Hingis, 
also aged 17. she will be on 
course for a semi-final 
showdown against 


Romanian fourth seed Irina 
Spirlea. 

That would bring back 
memories of their infamous 
U.S. Open semi-final last 
year when the two collided 
at a change of ends, drawing 
charges of racism from 
Williams' father. 

Another rising star who, 
although unseeded here, 
could put pressure on 
Hingis in the longer term is 
Russia's Anna Koumikova. 

The stunning 16-year-old. 
who took time out to attend 
the Australian premiere of 
the Spice Girls’ movie Spice 
World on Saturday night, 
will play second seed 
L'tadsay Davenport 1 if she 
beats Indonesia's - Yayuk 
Basuki. 

Croatian teenage star 
Miijana Lucic is another top 
prospect who advanced to 
the women's first round 
Sunday. Apart from the 
youngsters tipped to battle it 
out with Hingis over the 
next decade, the Swiss 
champion has said that any 
of the top- 10 ranked players 
is capable of ending the sea- 
son as World No. I. 

“There are so many, 
everybody is tough from the 
top- 10 players," she (old 
reporters on the eve of the 
Sydney tournament. 

But her disarming mod- 
esty belies a sensational 
winning streak in 1997. 
with 75 victories out of 80 
matches including three 
Grand Slams. 


Metz edge further clear 
as Monaco crash again 


PARIS (AFP) — Goalkeeper 
Lionel Lelizi was the home 
hero when he saved a late 
penalty to enable Metz to 
clinch a difficult 1-0 victory 
over visiting Rennes and stay 
top of the French first divi- 
sion late Saturday. 

Pascal Bedrassian, who had 
come on to replace Patrick 
Weiser four minutes earlier, 
held his head in horror when 
he saw Letizi dive and hold 
his spot kick. 

The 83rd minute penalty, 
awarded when Letizi brought 
down the young Nicolas 
Gousse. should have enabled 
the visitors to earn a welcome 
point. 

As it was. however, a 44th 
minute goal by Bruno 
Rodriguez, lucky not to be 
ruled off-side when he was 
put through by Frederic 
Meyrieu, was enough to keep 


Metz clear at the top. 

Metz’ rivals Monaco lost 
ground in the title race when 
they crashed to a shock 1-0 
home defeat in their Riviera 
derby against Cannes. 

Monaco’s latest setback 
followed hard on the heels of 
their elimination from the 
League Cup by second divi- 
sion Niort earlier in the week. 

Marseille, who went clear 
after just four minutes thanks 
to another Laurent Blanc 
goal, finally went down 2-1 at 
Lyon where AJain Caveglia 
scored twice for the home 
side. 

In other matches. Bordeaux 
were 2-0 home winners over 
Bastia. Chateauroux finished 
3-2 winners over visiting 
Auxerre. Toulouse beat Le 
Havre 1-0 and Montpellier 
were 2-1 winners at 
Guingump. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
ft TANNAH H1RSCH 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME 
Both vulnerable. North deals. 


NORTH 

1 *Q982 
7EQJ 
O 1094 
+ A K 2 

WEST 

EAST 

* A J 7 5 

ft K 1064 

”84 

C763 

OKJ0 

CQ753 

* J954 

*106 

SOUTH 



*3 

O A 10 9 5 2 

OA82 

*Q8?3 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
WT Paw 3C Pbu 
4<? Pa u Pbm Pan 

Opening lend: Eight of <7 

Bridge and the sport of kings 
nave noma things in common. Take 
the old saw of different horses for 
different courses. Change the open- 
ing lead, and a different strategy ie 
etuled for. This deal from a team 
match illustrates the point, 

__ Looking at the combined North- 
South holdings, it is obvious that 
three no trumn is the brat contract. 


However, you can't blame South for 
preferring a soil contract with aa 
unbalanced hand, and North wbi 
worried about the unstopped dia- 
mond suit. 

In one room a trump was let 
against four hearts. Declarer ww 
in dummy, cashed a second higt 
trump and the ace and king ol 
clubs, then led a club. If Eaal 
ruffed, a diamond would later bf 
discarded on the queen of dubs and 
declarer would lose only one triek 
each in spades and diamonds in 
addition to the dub ruff. When EmI 
discarded, declarer woo the queen 
and ruffed a dub, and lost only twe 
diamonds and a spade. 

In the other room dedarer had a 
more difficult time after the lead ol 
a low diamond. Declarer took the 
ace and led a low spade, losing to 
the ten. The defenders cashed two 
diamond tricks a&d exited with o 
trump, taken in dummy. Deci&rcf 
ruffed a spade, crossed to a trump 
and ruffed gpade. A dub to 

the king permitted declarer to 
.8 third spade. «nrf a club to the ace 
provided the entry to draw the 1 m) 
trump. Declarer scared the fulfil im# 
trick with the queen of clubs to 
complete & pretty dummy reversal- 
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CINEMA 


TEL034|4j" ' v . CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA 


n J_n 


Y 


TEL:634144 


George Clooney & 
Nicole Kidman ... in 

THE 

PEACEMAKER 

Shows: 12:15,2:15.6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


| PHILADELPHIA 

1 V. 


"Y Z'' CINEMA 

2" 


TEL 


Winona Rider & 
Anne Bancroft ... in 

AMERICAN QUILT 

Shows: 12: 15. 2:15. 6:30. 
yy 8:30, 10:30 y 


PLAZA 


SCREAM 

Shows: 12:00. 6:30 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 

Naur A l Sharif 
Shows: 8:30. 10:45 

HERCULES 

Shows: 2:00 p.m. 


J 




CINEMA TEL677420 ^ 

CONCORD 

^ 

COKCOkS “l- 

Mel Gibson ... in 
CONSPIRACY THEORY 

Shows: 12:00. 2:00. 6:1.8:30. 10:45 

MURDER 1600 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

COMORO 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 J 


CINEMA TEL: 07*i JJ430 

GALLERIA 2 



ABDOUN 

Demi Moore ... in 

THE JUROR 

Shows: 8:30. 10:30 

GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 2:00. 6:30 


CINEMA TEL; 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

Jim Carrie... in 


THE CABLE GUY 


Shows: 2:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


■' Hjaharti Yanes Umtn 
^ TEL: 625155 ^ 

NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

For reservations all: 640155. 625155 
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Sports 



Austria s Hermann Maier passes a post on his way to win a men s World Cup Snper- 
G race January 11. Maier clocked a time of 1:14.84 minutes and won die race ahead 
of his compatriots Andreas Schifferer and Stephan Eberbarter (Reuters photo J 

Maier leads Austrian clean sweep 


SCHLADMING, 

Austria (AFP) — 
Hermann Maier won 
his sixth World Cup 
race of the year when 
he led Austria to a 
clean sweep in 
Sunday's Super-G. 

The 25-vear-old .for- 
mer brick layer clocked 
Imin I4.S4secs to win 
his second Super-G in 
as many days. 
Teammates Andreas 
•Schifferesr . ..U:16 hPJ) 


and Stefan Eberharter 
(1:16.14) were second 
and third. 

It was a chilling per- 
formance from Maier 
who is now firm 
favourite for sold at 
next month's Olympics 
in Nagano. 

But the Austrian 
insists he has not yet 
turned his sights on 
Japan. 

*’! am not thinking 
about the Olympics. At 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 


Toronto 

102 

Cleveland 

93 

Minnesota 

10S 

New Jersey 

101 

Orlando 

90 

Boston 

S2 

Chicago 

S7 

Golden State 

82 

Indiana 

$4 

Dallas 

79 

Utah 

111 

Houston 

84 

San Antonio 

109 

Sacramento 

67 

Milwaukee 

95 

Portland 

90 (OT) 

NHL 




Carolina 

2 

NY Islanders 

1 (OT) 

Pittsburgh 

4 

New Jersey 

1 

Chicago 

4 

Toronto 

3 

St Louis 

5 

Calgary 

1 

Colorado 

3 

Ottawa 

3(OT) 

Edmonton 

4 

Los Angeles 

3 

San Jose 

5 

Buffalo 

■> 

Vancouver 

2 

Florida 

2 (OT) 

NY Rangers at 

Montreal 

— Postponed 



Australian men’s Hard coart Championships 

Singles finals: 

Lleyton Hewitt (Aus) bt Jason Stoltenberg l Aus> 3-6 6-3 
|7-6 (7-4). 

Sydney International tennis tournament 

Women's singles fust round: 

Maggie Maleeva fBul J bt Sabine Appel mans (Bel) 6-1. 1- 
6.6-3 

Venus Williams (USA) bt Ruxandra Dragomir (Rom) 6- 
(4, retired 


English Premiership 


Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Bolton 
Chelsea 
Crystal Palace 
Liverpool 
Man. Utd 
SheffWed 
West Ham 


Doha ATP event 


Leeds 

Leicester 

Southampton 

Coventry 

Everton 

Wimbledon 

Tottenham 

Newcastle 

Barnsley 




Semi-finals 

Petr Korda (Cze x3) bt Andrei Medvedev (Ukr x7) 

6-3, 6-4 . - .. 

Fabrice Santoro (Fra x8) bt Goran Ivanisevic (Cro x4) 

6-1, .6-4 

Spanish First Division 

Adetico 1 Real Madrid 1 

French First Division 


Chateauroux 

Bordeaux 

Monaco 

Toulouse 

Lyon 

Guingatnp 

Metz 


Auxerre 

Bastia 

Cannes 

Le Havre 

Marseille 

Montpellier 

Rennes- 


the moment I am just 
happy winning," said 
Mater. 

But the skiier who 
was once rejected by 
the Austria ski team for 
not being good enough 
admits that his success 
this season will put 
extra pressure on him 
in Nagano. 

“I know that a lot 
more will be expected 
from me in Japan, but I 
am confident I can han- 
dle the pressure” he 
said. 

Schifferer admitted 
his teammate would be 
hard to beat. 

“Maier is skiing with 
such confidence at the 
moment. The more dif- 
ficult the piste, the bet- 
ter be skis. Everyone 
has had trouble here 
except him. It can get 
to you," said the 
Austrian. 
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Jordan Olympic Committee reviews 
sports facilities for 9 th Pan-Arab Games 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid to update and 
renew sport facilities ahead of the 
9th Pan- Arab Gaines in 1999, the 
Jordan Olympic Committee has 
started a campaign to upgrade facil- 
ities in the Kingdom, director of Al 
Hussein Youth City Abdul Ghani 
Tabalat said Sunday. 

Mr. Tabalat, a member of the 
Technical Committee for the 
upcoming Games in Amman, said a 
memo was circulated to all con- 
cerned parties to “list all sports facil- 
ities we have that can be utilised in 
the upcoming tournament." 

“The puipose of this step is to see 
what we have and what other facili- 
ties are needed," Mr. Tabalat told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said plans included the build- 
ing of a multi purpose indoor stadi- 
um at Al Hussein Youth City with a 
capacity for 7,000 participants and 
spectators. 

Mr. Tabalat added that building an 
Olympic-size swimming pool was a 
must for hosting swimming contests 
in the event in which more than 20 
Arab states are expected to take parr. 


He added other projects include 
the expanding of the Royal Lounge 
at the Youth City, by raising its 
capacity from 40 to 150.' 

"The door is open for all private 
and public institutions to take part in 
our campaign to host the Games. We 
have already received replies from 
private universities and educational 
institutions who expressed willing- 
ness in hosting some of the events,” 
Mr. Tabalat said. 

“The current survey of our sport 
facilities will help in assessing our 
capabilities and preparing what is 
needed to make the event a success." 

On Dec. 28. the flag of the 9th 
Pan-Arab Games was officially- 
hoisted at Amman International 
Stadium, confirming the Kingdom 
as host. 

The Games were originally sched- 
uled to take place in 2<X)I but the 
Arab Sports Federation (ASF) 
decided to advance the date to 1 999 
because of the recent decision to 
hold the 2th Southeast Asian Games 
in Beirut in 2001 and the 
Mediterranean Games in Tunisia in 
the same year. 

A preparatory committee, headed 
by His Royal Highness Prince 


Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, was 
formed to oversee the preparations 
for the .Arab Games. 

The committee formed several 
other offshoots to help in their work, 
such as the competitions committee, 
headed by Sari Hamdan and the 
national teams committee, headed 
by Mohammad Jamil Abul Tayveb. 

Other committees that were 
formed are: Equipment and 

Technical Supplies headed by Mr. 
TabaJaL National Referees 
Committee headed by Mudar 
Majdoub and the Medical 
Committee headed by Mouaffaq Al 
Fawwaz. 

Mr. Tabalat said that budget allo- 
cated by the government to the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth for 
the current year, is estimated at 
JD4.5 million, and is slated to cover 
the building of new facilities and 
modernise already existing ones. 

Jordanian officials were quoted as 
saying that the allocated budget was 
not adequate to ensure good prepa- 
ration and build new sport facilities 
in Jordan. 

Lebanon, which hosted the Sth 
Pan -.Arab Games last year, received 
S2S million from Saudi Arabia and 


Kuwait fo help in erecting sport 
facilities, which were destroyed dur- 
ing the civil war. 

Mr. Tabalat said that a three- man 
delegation was expected to leave for 
Saudi Arabia to meet ASF Chairman 
Prince Faisal Ben Fahd Ben Abdul 
.Aziz, to lobby for assistance for the 
9th Games. 

ASF Secretary General Othman 
Sa'ad was quoted last month as say- 
ing dial sponsorship fur Jordan's bid 
would be garnered through slashing 
the 50 per cent ASF margin of prof- 
it on promotion and television co\ - 
erage in addition to aid from the 
Arab League estimated at S7Q0.U00. 

One of the suggestions to raise 
funds for the Arab Games discussed 
by Jordanian officials was to sell 
television broadcasting rights to pri- 
vate companies, which would secure 
at least SIO million. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only 
been held eight limes: Alexandria in 
1953. Beirut 1957. Casablanca 
1961. Cairo 1965. Damascus 1976. 
Morocco 1985. Damascus 1992 and 
Beirut 1997. 


World Swimming Championships 

Akatiev completes 5km-25km open water double 


PERTH (AFP) 
IndomitabJe Russian 
endurance swimmer 
Alexi Akatiev defied 
lumpy seas and the 
world’s best with victo- 
ry in the men's 25-kilo- 
metre open water race 
here Sunday. 

Backing up from his 
emphatic 5 kilometre 
race gold medal swim 
on Wednesday, the 23- 
year-old Akatiev took 
charge about three kms 
from the finish in a 
foiling Indian Ocean 
swell • to beat David 
Meca of Spain with 
Argentina's Gabriel 
Chaillou third. 

The United States also 
claimed a double gold 
when Tobie Smith fol- 
lowed up teammate 
Erica Rose’s victory in 
Wednesday’s 5 km race, 
to capture the women's 
25 kilometre race from 
Peggy Buchse of 
Germany and Edith van 
Dijk of the Netherlands. 

Based on points Italy 
won the teams gold 
medal from Australia 
and the United States. 

Akatiev’s time for the 
25 kms in the ocean off 
Perth’s northern beach- 
es was five hours five 
minutes and 42.1 sec- 
onds. 

"It was a very hard 
race with difficult waves 
which tired me out 
quickly,” said Akatiev. 

“I expected to win my 
second gold medal at 
the world champi- 
onships, although 
(Australian) Grant 
Robinson's fast start 
made it difficult for me, 
but I can come back." 

Meca, in his first 
ocean race swim, steadi- 
ly made ground on 
Akatiev over the final 
couple of kilometres, 
finished in 5:07:22.9. 


almost two minutes 
behind the winner. 

“I thought I could 
catch tfie Akatiev 
although I was a fair 
way behind him,” said 
Meca. "Second place is 
a good result after my 
poor stan which put me 
back to 14tn at 
halfway." 


MEDALS TABLE 


Robinson, who set the 
cracking early pace, 
came home in seventh 
position, but had to be 
helped out of the water 
by officials in an 
exhausted state. 

Smith, 24, a two-time 
U.S. national champion 
from New York, trailed 
Buchse by about 100 
metres in* the women's 
race with under 5 km 


Nation 

Russia 

USA 

China 

Italy 

Germany 

Australia 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Argentina 


Gold 

3 

3 

2 

T 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 


SHver 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

I 

1 

0 


Bronze Total 


1. 

1 

0 

2 

n 

I 

1 

0 

1 


left to the finish, but 
powered home in the 
choppy seas to win in 
five hours 31 minutes 
and 20.1 seconds. 

Buchse touched (he 
finish pad in 5:32:19.2 
with van Dijk finishing 


in 5:38:06.9. 

"I struggled for the 
first five kilometres, but 
started gaining and 
finally caught the lead- 
ers about the 20km 
mark,” said Smith. "It 
was hard but I wanted 


it. "The last leg was 
wavy and the turn was 
bad,’ but coming back it 
was extremely Bad. 

"The plan was not to 
let the leaders get too 
far in front and then 
have to reel them back. 

"1 was tired at the fin- 
ish. but not as tired as if 
I finished second." 

Buchse. who finished 
almost a minute behind 
Smith, said: "I tried to 
take it out hard from the 
beginning and l felt 
good at the turning 
point. 

"On the way back 
there were quite alot of 
waves and eventually 
the American came 
upon me and my 
strength was going. 1 
couldn't stay with her” 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 
Two bedrooms and three bedrooms. 

C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

(tO Abdul Haleem Al Nimr Street) 

Tel.: 667862 - 079/50504 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A regional office based in Amman is seeking to 
employ a highly qualified Librarian on a short-term 
basis, with the following qualifications: 

• Diploma in libraries science. 

• Minimum 5 years experience in the same field 
with practical experience in setting up libraries. 

• Knowledge of computer applications and 
Internet use in the field.. 

■ Fluent in Arabic and English (French is an 
advantage). 

Only qualified candidates are invited to send their 
detailed resume with a recent photo not later than 
January 24. 1998 to: 

Personnel Officer, 

P.O. Box 851673, Sweifiyeh, 

Amman-11185, Jordan. 


NOTICE TO CANADIAN CITIZENS 

Canadian citizens residing in Jordan for 
a period of more than three months, are 
invited to register with the Canadian 
Embassy, Pearl of Shmeisani Building, 
Shmeisani /P.O Box 815403, Amman 
11180. Registration may be made in 
person or by mail. Telephone 666124 for 
further information. 


A VIS AUX CITOYENS CANADIENS 


Les citoyens Canadians residant en 
Jordanie pour une periode de plus de 
trois mois sont invites a s ' inscrire a ! ' 
Ambassade du Canada situee dans ! ' 
Immeuble "Pearl of Shmeisani" a 
Shmeisani B.P 815403 Amman 11180, 
Jordanie . L' inscription peut se fairs en 
personne ou par courrier . Pour de plus 
amples informations , priere teiephoner 
au 666124 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 3F/98 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 
[3F/98 for the supply of apron feeder & scalping 
screen for the scalping station at Eshidiya 
mines including supply of design & engineering 
drawings for the plant and supervision of 
construction of equipment. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday. Jan. 26, 1998. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non- refundable fee of 
JD(50) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday, February 16, 1998. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Israeli high court endorses 
torture of Arab detainee 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's supreme court nar- 
rowly rejected on Sunday 
an appeal from a Palestinian 
detainee seeking a hall to 
the use of physical pressure 
by his police interrogators. 

The court, in a five-to- 
four ruling, authorised the 
Shin Bet security agency to 
continue using physical 
force in its questioning of 
Abdul . Gh animal, an 

Islamist who has confessed 
to involvement in a string of 
deadly anti-Israeli attacks. 

But the justices said the 
authorisation was only tem- 
porary pending a further 
ruling on the legality of the 
interrogation methods used 


against Ghanimat and other 
people suspected of 
involvement in terrorist 
actions. 

Chief Justice Aharon 
Barak was among the 
minority of judges voting in 
favour of Ghanimat’s 
appeal. 

Ghanimat was arrested in 
April and confessed to 
being part of an Islamist 
group responsible for 
killing 11 Israelis over the 
previous 16 months. 

He complained to the 
supreme court that despite 
his confessions, interroga- 
tors continue to torture him 
for information about the 
Islamic Resistance 


Movement (Hamas). 

His case coincided with a 
high security alert across 
Israel due to intelligence 
reports that Hamas or the 
Islamic Jihad were planning 
a major attack against an 
Israeli city. 

Israeli law permits the use 
of “moderate physical pres- 
sure” against detainees and 
allows even more severe 
interrogation in cases where 
suspects are believed to 
have information about an 
imminent attack. Israel 
denies the methods amount 
to torture. 

Moderate pressure com- 
prises binding detainees in 
uncomfortable positions for 


days on end and sleep depri- 
vation. More severe interro- 
gation methods involve vio- 
lently shaking prisoners. 

AUegra Pacheco, an attor- 
ney for the Israeli Public 
Council Against Torture, 
claimed the treatment of 
Ghanimat clearly amounts 
to torture. 

Amnesty International 
issued aD appeal last week 
for a halt to the use of phys- 
ical pressure by Israeli secu- 
rity forces. 

“Israel is the only country 
in the world which has 
legalised the use of torture 
by authorising certain inter- 
rogation techniques,” it 
said. 


Moderates vow to topple Israeli 
government if no troop pullout 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Moderate members of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's fractious coali- 
tion vowed Wednesday to 
topple the government if 
right-wing hardliners pre- 
vent a promised troop pull- 
back from the West Bank. 

Israel Radio reported that 
23 out of the 61 deputies in 
Mr. Netanyahu's parliamen- 
tary coalition had signed a 
letter warning that they 
would vote against the gov- 
ernment if it did not cany 
out the troop withdrawals 
required under peace 

accords with the 
Palestinians. 

“If there won’t be a with- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police pre- 
vented Jewish militants 
Sunday from driving a bull- 
dozer to the site of a 
planned new settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem to try 
to speed up the project, wit- 
nesses said 

Police barred 15 youths 
from a group called “Our 
Jerusalem” from reaching 
the construction site for the 
Jewish settlement project 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim. 
known as Har Homa by 
Israelis. 

Members of the group, 
which is- affiliated to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's Likud Party, 
complained that the govern- 
ment had halted work on the 
settlement to appease 
Palestinians and the United 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP; — Thousands of extra 
police, soldiers and border 
guards were deployed around 
Israel's main cities Sunday as 
security officials said they had 
information that Islamists 
were planning a major bomb- 
ing. 

The security alert which 
began late last week, coincid- 
ed" with warnings from 
Palestinian political leaders 
that the continuing deadlock in 
peace negotiations with Israel 
had put the region “on the 
edge of an explosion.” 

The warning was issued 
after U.S. special envoy 
Dennis Ross wrapped up a 
four-day mission to Israel and 
the Palestinian areas on Friday 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. Senator 
Alien Specter on Sunday said 
only deep, personal involve- 
ment by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton could help achieve 
progress in the stalled Israeli- 
Syrian peace talks. 

Mr. Specter was addressing 
reporters in Cairo after talks 
here with Egyptian Resident 
Hosni Mubarak on the Middle 
East peace process and U.S. 
efforts to revive deadlocked 
negotiations between Israel and 


drawal... we won't be able 
to continue with the govern- 
ment and we will leave it,” 
Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani of the 
centrist Third Way Party 
told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Kahalani ‘s group 
alone, with four deputies in 
the 120-member parlia- 
ment, has the power to top- 
ple Mr. Netanyahu since the 
government's majority was 
cut to 61 seats with the res- 
ignation Sunday of the 
moderate foreign minister, 
David Levy. 

Roman Bronfman of the 
Israel B’aliya Party of 
recent Russian immigrants, 
who organised the petition 


States, who have demanded 
a halt to Jewish settlement 
construction in disputed 
areas. 

“We want to remind the 
government of its responsi- 
bility and prevent a lag in 
the construction.” group 
leader Danny Danon told 
AFP. 

Police officer Raanan Tal 
said the youths had been 
slopped to “prevent public 
disturbances and keep pub- 
lic order and calm." 

Mr. Netanyahu's decision 
in March to authorise con- 
struction at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim sparked a break- 
down in Israeli-Palesti man 
peace talks that has yet to be 
repaired despite intensive 
U.S. mediation efforts. 

Infrastructure work on the 
settlement was completed 


without achieving any con- 
crete progress. 

Extra patrols on Sunday 
were scouring markets, shop- 
ping malls, bus stations and 
other public places in 
Jerusalem. Tel Aviv and other 
main cities while police set up 
roadblocks at the entrance to 
major population centres, offi- 
cials said. 

“The only thing we ask of 
the public is to be patieat and 
be alert" police inspector gen- 
eral Yehuda Wilk. said. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said in a weekend 
television interview that secu- 
rity agencies had received 
intelligence reports that 
Islamist activists planned to 
stage an attack in a major city. 


the. Arab parties. 

“I believe that if President 
Clinton became personally and 
deeply involved in the peace 
process, there could be progress 
in the Syrian-Israeli track,” said 
Mr. Specter, a Republican from 
die state of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Specter met earlier this 
month in Damascus with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad and before that held talks 
in Israel with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 


to Mr. Netanyahu, told 
Israel Radio, “The right- 
wing extremists in the gov- 
ernment need to know that 
they represent the fringes of 
the Israeli public.” 

“Most coalition members 
support an advance in the 
diplomatic process,” said 
Mr. Bronfman. “Israel also 
has to fulfil its commit- 
ments.” 

The moderate counter- 
attack came in response to 
threats by the hardline 
National Religious Party, 
which has nine deputies, to 
topple Mr. Netanyahu if he 
cedes any more land to the 
Palestinians. 


about two months .ago but 
render offers have not yet 
been issued for construction 
of the 6.500 units planned 
for the site. 

Jerusalem Mayor Etaud 
Olraert has complained 
about the delay in issuing 
the tenders, implying it was 
a political decision 
designed to avoid angering 
the Palestinians and 
Washington ahead of a 
planned Jan. 20 meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

The government says the 
delay was due to technical 
'problems and that the ten- 
ders will be issued soon. 

Marketing for the first set 
of residences is also due to 
begin in the coming weeks, 
officials said. 


butthat no specific target had 
been mentioned 

Mr. Mordechai said he 
passed the intelligence reports 
to Mr. Ross last week and 
asked him to appeal to 
President Yasser Arafat for 
help from the Palestinian 
police to prevent any attacks. 

Israeli media said the two 
sides agreed to set up a hot line 
to exchange information about 
possible terrorist attacks, but 
that it would not be operable 
for several days. 

Police sources said Israel 
feared that the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), the main group 
opposed to peace accords with 
Israel might try to cany out a 
car bombing. 


The senator said President 
Assad wanted to resume nego- 
tiations with Israel from the 
point where they left off in 
Febniaiy 1996. adding, howev- 
er, that Mr. Netanyahu told him 
he had new ideas for resuming 
the peace talks. Mr. Specter did 
not elaborate bur was reported 
to have carried a new Israeli 
offer to Damascus where he 
met President Assad on Jan. 3. 


Israeli bomb 
expert arrested 
in Greek ships 
insurance scam 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A senior 
Israeli police officer has been 
arrested for allegedly provid- 
ing explosives to be used to 
sink four Greek cargo ships as 
part of a massive insurance 
scam, officials said Sunday. 

Major Yuval Kuperman. 
from the police bomb dispos- 
al unit was arrested two 
weeks ago for providing the 
explosives to two employees 
of a private Israeli security 
compary allegedly hired by 
an unnamed Greek shipping 
company to scuttle the four 
ships, a police spokesman 
said. 

The two security men, 
Itaraar Gur Ary eh and 
Shimon Pozner. were also 
arrested as was the Israeli rep- 
resentative of the shipping 
company, Moshe Pern, he 
said. 

Kuperman explained to col- 
leagues that he needed the 
explosives for an unexplained 
“mission” abroad, he said. 

News of the arrests was 
kept under wraps by an Israeli 
court order banning publica- 
tion of any details of the case. 
The court older expired 
Sunday. 

According to investigators, 
the Greek shipping company 
planned to have the four ships 
blown up in European ports 
and then claim they were lost 
in accidents and collect insur- 
ance claims on the vessels. 

The Jerusalem district court 
on Sunday ordered an exten- 
sion of Pern's remand while 
the other three suspects were 
still undergoing police inter- 
rogation, officials said. 

Libya denies 
British press 
report of germ 
warfare 
programme 

TRIPOLI i AFP) — Libya on 
Saturday denied there were 
any Iraqi bacteriologists in 
Libya following a report in 
London's Tunes newspaper 
that Iraqi experts were help- 
ing it develop a secret germ 
warfare programme. 

“These claims are part of a 
hostile campaign the United 
States Ls waging against 
Libya to block its opposition 
to [U.S.] hegemonistic poli- 
cies.” said a commentary car- 
ried by the official news 
agency JANA. 

The Times on Tuesday 
quoted Western intelligence 
sources as saying that up to 1 2 
Iraqi scientists were now 
working in Libya under an 
agreement signal by Tripoli 
and Baghdad seven monlhs 
ago. 

The paper said these were 
in addition to Iraqi scientists it 
said had been working in 
Libya since the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“If there are any Iraqi scien- 
tists or experts in Libya, they 
are working in the Libyan 
education sector alongside 
other foreign assistants of var- 
ious nationalities, particularly 
from India and fraternal and 
friendly stales, who arc help- 
ing to advance this sector in 
Libya.” said the JANA com- 
mentary. 


Israeli militants try to speed up project by 
taking bulldozer to Jabal Abu Ghneim 


Israeli security forces set on 
high alert for fear of bombing 


Clinton’s personal involvement 
could help peace — senator 



SNOW SCULPTURE CHAMPIONSHIPS: An ice sculpture entitled 'Sounds of 
Winter Spirits/ by a team out of Denver captained by Thomas Barlow, is shown 
Friday. Seventeen teams from 10 different countries have sculpted 10-15 feet high 
fleeting works of art this week during the 1998 International Snow Sculpture 
Championships in Breckenridge, Colo., taking place from Jan. 6-10 (AP photo) 


Turkey stops foreigners seeking 
to leave illegally for Europe 


ISTANBUL (AFP.) — 
Turkish police detained 
1,017 foreigners overnight 
in a roundup of people sus- 
pected of plotting to enter 
European countries illegal- 
ly. police said Saturday. 

An Iraqi died when he 
tried to flee police by jump- 
ing out a fourtb-stocey win- 
dow, Anatolian news 
agency reported. 

The sweep focused on 
hotels, bars, restaurants and 
other public places on the 
European side of Istanbul, 
police said. 

Those detained included 
350 foreigners, including 
210 from the predominandy 
Kurdish area of northern 


Iraq, who were believed to 
be planning ro leave the 
country illegally by boat. 

Police said they bad 
detained 243 other “sus- 
pect" foreigners as well as 
424, including some Asians, 
who did not have proper 
papers. 

Some of those detained 
were reportedly working 
illegally in Istanbul. 

Many foreigners destroy 
their identity documents 
when they enter the country 
to make it more difficult for 
authorities to expel them to 
their homelands if they are 
discovered, Istanbul police 
chief. Hasan Ozdemir, said. 

Earlier in the week, at 


least 600 foreigners plan- 
ning to leave clandestinely 
for Europe — half of them 
Iraqi Kurds — were 
detained in a series of 
sweeps intended to brake a 
wave of illegal immigrants 
to Italy and other European 
countries. 

Turkey has alleged that 
those countries were 
encouraging clandestine 
immigration by holding out 
offers of political asylum. 

Nearly 12.000 foreigners, 
most of them Iraqis, have 
been detained by Turkish 
security forces at the border 
with Greece in the past yirar. 


Turkey warns against new Cyprus airbase 


ANKARA (AFP) — A senior 
Turkish official issued a strong 
warning Saturday against the 
Cypriot government’s stated 
plans to open a new airbase 
intended for use by Greek mil- 
itaiy aircraft as early as the end 
of the month. 

“By offering a militaiy base 
to Greece, the Greek side of 
the island is preparing its own 
suicide,” said Turkish foreign 
ministry undersecretary. 
Korkmaz Haktanir, before 
meeting Turkish Cypriot offi- 
cials in the northern sector of 
the divided capital. 

“The Greek Cypriot admin- 
istration is in the process of 
donning the rope which will 
be used in its own hanging." 
he told the Turkish news 
agency Anatolia. ‘The end of 
this rope is in the hands of 
Athens, just as it was in 1974.” 

Me Haktanir accused the 
internationally -recognised 
government in Nicosia of 


“provoking tension not only in 
Cyprus but throughout the 
eastern Mediterranean with its 
aggressive armament policy.” 

The strong warning from the 
Turkish official followed 
hawkish remarks Friday from 
Cypriot President GJafcos 
Cterides. 

He announced that the new 
airbase, near the western town 
of Paphos, would be Teady for 
use on Jan. 24. 

And he restated his determi- 
nation ro press ahead with the 
deployment of controversial 
new ground-to-air missiles 
which he said would “cause 
such damage to the enemy's 
air force that they will think 
twice before attacking again.” 

President Clerides’s com- 
ments were dismissed by 
some opposition MPs as elec- 
tioneering ahead of presiden- 
tial elections in February in 
which be faces a difficult con- 
test against an independent 


candidate backed by both the 
main communist opposition 
party and his former centre- 
right allies. 

But they prompted Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
Friday to call on the United 
Nations, the United States and 
Britain to stop the Greek 
Cypriots from opening the 
new base. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Ankara invaded the 
northern third of die island in 
1974 following a Greek 
Cypriot coup in Nicosia seek- 
ing union with Athens. 

Ankara does not recognise 
the internationally-recognised 
government in Nicosia, which 
it says represents only the 
Greek Cypriot community. 

It is the only government to 
recognise a breakaway 
Turkish Republic of North 
Cyprus which Turkish Cypriot 
leaders declared in 1983. 


Kuwait’s Islamist deputies threaten to 
grill information minister over books 


KUWAIT (AP) — Islamist 
legislators are threatening to 
call Kuwait’s information min- 
ister for questioning on 
grounds he allowed books 
insulting to Islam at a book 
fair. A1 Anba daily reported 
Sunday. 

The pro-government news- 
paper quoted Deputy 
Mohammad A1 Akim as say- 
ing “indications were pointing 
in the direction of grilling” the 
minister. Sheikh Saud A1 
Sabah, before parliament. 

Mr. A1 Aleim spoke with 
reporters after a meeting of a 


parliament committee called 
Saturday to discuss the Issue. 
There are 16 Islamist deputies 
in the 50-seat legislature. 

The deputies already have 
demanded the resignation of 
several senior information 
ministry officials responsible 
for organising the exhibition of 
Arabic-Ianguage books last 
November. 

They charge that 160 of the 
books on display either insult- 
ed God and Islam's Prophet 
Mohammad or contained 
explicit sexual references. 

Sheikh Saud acknowledged 


“an unintentional mistake” 
was made in allowing some of 
the books to be displayed and 
apologised for it Arid while he 
promised the parliament such 
an error would not be repeated, 
he refused to force any of the 
ministry’s official to resign. 

At a recent parliament meet- 
ing. a deputy cited references 
from the books that he found 
offensive. He said that one 
book said “God has created 
people and stopped caring for 
them.” while another called on 
human beings to “look for 
another God.” 



Italian ‘women 


betrayed by football’ 
rally cancelled 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
women abandoned every 
Sunday by their football 
fanatic husbands or 
boyfriends have cancelled 
their “women betrayed by 
football” rally scheduled 
Sunday, sources dose to the 
organisers said. Set up by the 
“Victims of football” associ- 
ation gathering several hun- 
dred women, the rally was 
aimed at denouncing the 
betrayal Italian women felt 
when their companions dis- 
appeared to ' follow the 
rebounds of the round 
checked ball. Italian stadi- 
ums, packed every Sunday, 
regroup men of all ages and 
social strata, and politicians 
of opposing parties can be 
seen side by side cheering 
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Civil War enthusiast 
granted dying wish 

LONDON (AFP) — An 

English Civil War enthusiast - 

is to be granted his dying 

wish — to have his ashes 

blown out of the muzzle of a 

cannon. Bill Annetts was for 

28 years a member of the 

Sealed Knot, a society that 

re-enacts battles of the civil 

war between royalists and .... • 

parliamentarians in mid-17tb 

century England. On . . . - 

Sunday, his ashes will be 

scattered from a cannon at ■ ' - ■ 

Donnington Castle at \ 

Newbury, after a service with . ‘ '■ 

full military honours. “His 
wish was to be scattered by - 
cannon and we are all too - - 
happy to honour that wish ” - - 
his widow said 


Israeli religious leader 
bans nose picking 
on Sabbath 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
observant Jew should not 
pick his nose on the Sabbath, 
the day set aside for rest in 
Judaism, former Chief Rabbi 
Ovadia Youssef said this 
week. “Picking one's nose is 
prohibited because the hairs 
could be tom out” the spiri- 
tual leader of the Orthodox 
Shas Party said in a weekly 
sermon broadcast Saturday 
night. The Bible bars Jews 
from working on the 
Sabbath, which lasts from 
sundown Friday to sundown 
Saturday. Later texts, which 
spell out what tasks are for- 
bidden. say that animal fur 
may not be plucked on the 
Sabbath and by extension 
human hair may not be 
removed on that day. 

Rolling Stones 
frozen out of 
Montreal concert 

MONTREAL (AP) — The 
Rolling Stones have been 
frozen out of Montreal. Their 
concert scheduled for 
Sunday was cancelled after 
officials discovered a tear in 
the flexible roof at Olympic 
stadium. The tear was likely 
caused by ice that had built 
up over several days as freez- 
ing rain pelted the city. A 
crew of about 30 stadium 
workers had been on the roof 
of the stadium over the past 
few days, trying to remove 
the accumulating ice and 
snow. The stones cancelled 
two shows earlier in the 
week — in Toronto and 
Syracuse. New York — after 
lead singer Mick Jagger 
developed laryngitis. 


Slater takes fun ride 
in ‘Hard Rain’ stunts 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The stunts in the water in the 
movie “Hard Rain" ended up 
becoming a fan ride for 
Christian Slater. In one stunt 
which involved a jet-ski gun 
battle in half-submerged 
high school hallways, it 
became “sort of a dream 
come true,” says Slater. The 
sequence ends in a jet-ski hit- 
ting a submerged obstacle, 
catapulting Slater's stunt 
double 10 metres into a tro- 
phy case. “They wouldn't let 
me do all of it.” Slater com- 
plained. 
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